Summary
Nowadays one of the major concerns in democratic societies and of international organizations relates to the balance between public safety and freedom.
How is it possible to protect the community, to prevent and fight organised crime and other forms of urban violence that attempt against peace and tranquillity for which we are entitled, without infringing, on the same instance, the rights and freedoms of individuals, namely the right to private life? 

Does a democracy possess the necessary means to effectively fight international terrorism without renouncing the democratic values?

We tend towards constant electronic surveillance: of the enemy and of ourselves. The world is becoming more and more a place where personal identity controls, surveillance cameras, fingerprint data bases and interception and recording of telephone conversations are common practice.

The advancement of technology implies that fewer things, even in the scope of day-to-day activity escape the attention of such sophisticated and invasive machinery. It is therefore crucial to ensure that our concerns of safety, although reasonable and pressing, do not entail loss of privacy or permanent interference on the private life of ordinary people.

