Interdisciplinary Master's Degree in “Emergency Sciences”
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General presentation

The initiative to introduce this master's degree is the result of experience with two others, Institutions and Social Justice, Management and Development http://mijsgd.ds.iscte.pt, on the one hand, and Risk, Trauma and Society http://mijsgd.ds.iscte.pt/, on the other. These were organised in earlier years and allowed many of the participants in the present proposition to work together at an interdisciplinary level. This co-operation resulted in various conferences whose main topics were brought together in the book, António Pedro Dores, Ciências de Emergência, Buenos Aires, Librosenred, 2008.
http://www.librosenred.com/Libros/cienciasdeemergenciaexerciciosinterdisciplinaresemcienciassociaisehumanas.html
Emergency sciences is a concept that allows and stimulates the liberty of scientific research and creation and the cooperation and dialogue between various disciplines and various epistemologies around the phenomena of emergencies (typical of risk societies) and the emergence of phenomena (typical of societies in change, i.e. with high potential levels of reflexivity that should be put into effect in the form of rational and controlled action).

Emergency sciences take a critical and interdisciplinary type of approach in which the needs of specialisation into subjects and competitive co-operation between subjects, according to the practical needs identified, are conciliated. We are not going to confuse ourselves with classifications, at times stigmatising, of hard sciences and useless sciences and we are going to cross those frontiers without ceremony.

We do not mystify the difficulties of interdisciplinary work. Indeed, we organise our courses in accordance with the research interests of the coordinators of the different variants, demanding disciplinary advances and interdisciplinary criticism from them, in addition to the contributions that they see fit to make to the enrichment of the common body of knowledge. This takes place through their participation in the subjects in the common core and the organisation of lectures and, especially, through their own meshing and that of their students – in particular by means of dissertation supervision – with social actors who confront the problems on an occupational basis or for civic reasons. 

The students are provided with a broad-spectrum training that, from a subject standpoint, is well supported. They are given the opportunity to continue with the choice made in their first-degree course or, in a controlled manner, to try to follow a new discipline, so to speak. Each variant in the master's course offers the students a comparison between two disciplinary approaches to the same topic of reflection and action, as stated in the title of the variant.

The curriculum is made up of a) a common core, b) basic course units of two disciplines chosen by the students, which represent the specific character of each variant available, c) optional course units, d) development and stimulation of the students' civic activities and e) a seminar and dissertation, in the second year, within the supervision of a single subject; the latter is chosen from the two basic subjects that are part of the master's degree variant for which each student has opted in the first year.

In this second cycle of higher education, both the lecturers and students will benefit from the fact that the combination research/teaching is organised and intensified. This will be happen not only on the basis of the results achieved by each lecturer in his/her personal and subject research but will also be anchored in the manner that the relationship between the lecturers themselves and between the students and the study material is organised. 

The master's degree course presented here reflects three obligatory interaction levels among the lecturers (that is, they are individually responsible for leading and organising seminars and supervision in the 3rd and 4th semesters, in accordance with the research proposals to be planned with the students; they are responsible to their peers for the coordination of all the pedagogical, scientific, professional and social life related aspects of each master's degree variant, which, in turn, combines two scientific subjects, in a form that is simultaneously competitive and cooperative; and they are critical contributors to the programmes for the subjects in the common core). 

The master's degree course obliges all students to trace out the track they will follow in emergency sciences. Initially, they select their two basic disciplines when they choose the master's degree variant in which they are going to enroll. In the third semester, from the two seminars supporting the production of their dissertation, both specific to the variant chosen, they opt to expand their knowledge in one of the subjects, which may or may not correspond to their first-degree education. 

Emergencies may be economic – e.g. capitalism and the economic growth that it drives, though without the same results at the level of happiness, as the theory of the economics of well-being underlines – or they may be socio-ecological – e.g. disasters (see http://iscte.pt/~apad/emergencia/referencias.htm). They may also be as much urbanity (often confused and reified with modernity) as incivilities (often stigmatised as abnormal, strange and foreign). Emergencies are also related to problems in the psychological and health fields, though they are not dealt with in this edition of the master's degree.

Emergencies raise technological problems (instrumental capacity of human knowledge) and problems of sustainability (the ability to harmonise the human way of life and life on Earth). They are problems of the organisation of time (history and priorities for the future), space (town and country planning) and life (conservationism v. Utopia) – that may be addressed scientifically in different ways, depending on the discipline and the interpretation that each person makes of the projection of the various kinds of disciplinary cognitive heritage towards the future. 

This process of constructing a self-disciplined, interdisciplinary space, in scientific subjects that simultaneously cooperate and compete with each other, is approved by the lecturer-researchers from the various disciplines. As a rule, they are responsible, individually, for a) the programmes of two course units (CUs) that involve 24 hours of lectures for 6 ECTS credits in their subject area (an introduction to the subject in the first semester and the study of applications to emergencies in the second), b) a dissertation-support seminar on the subject in the third semester, with a view to co-operating in the broad scientific training of emergency professionals (firefighters, police, armed forces personnel, social and cultural activity leaders, social volunteers, health and legal professionals, first-aid personnel, missionaries, local, regional and global development agents, security and social security professionals, ecologists etc) and c) supervision of the dissertations by students who, for this purpose, choose the discipline that they represent.

The master's degree students will be given a thorough theoretical and methodological training in the discipline of their choice, in the team available, and a general knowledge of a second associated discipline in the master's degree variant selected, within the framework of interdisciplinary references provided by subjects in the common core. This training will be tested by means of the students' participation in research processes organised and directed by the variant coordinators, in the second year of the course, as far as possible in occupation-oriented social environments.

Introduction

At a moment in history characterised by a crisis in the structure and theory of capitalism and the social state, the objective of the master's degree presented here is to help professionals from the most varied social institutions – with special concern for occupations dealing with risk, emergencies, forms of violence, stigmas, and the processes of minimising or fighting the whole range of emerging social phenomena – to possess theoretically-based practical experience of interdisciplinary work, without neglecting development of a deeper specifically methodological and theoretical knowledge of each discipline, in its specificity, potential and limits. 

An endeavour is thus made to prepare the master's degree students for the practical needs of virtuously combining different disciplinary and institutional practices and knowledge, through practical experience of the virtuous cohabitation of different disciplines and interpretations of the world. In the same process, an attempt will be made to be attentive to, and available for, training for occupations that emerge from the new needs resulting from the rapid transformations that we are experiencing. And this will be possible, given the very open and flexible structure of the organisation of the master's degree. 

The master's degree in emergency sciences is being set up on a flexible platform that is inter-cooperative from a disciplinary viewpoint and competitive from an interdisciplinary viewpoint. This is to capitalise on innovation at the individual subject and multi-disciplinary levels in an academic and scientific environment, so as to adapt that innovation to the needs felt by society, considering the meaning of the provision – which higher education represents – of highly qualified services to Portuguese society. The degree course is organised as a broad second-cycle educational option that is open to the students' choices and the cognitive and occupational advantages of qualification in specialised sciences. These sciences cooperate and compete among themselves around varied topics, observing a line of coherence (in terms of the convergence of teaching and scientific interests) in a permanent state of improvement, through interdisciplinary debates organised in the course of the work of proposing the master's-degree variants and research projects in the subjects, under the responsibility of the lecturer-researchers, to provide a framework for the work of writing dissertations – stimulated by activities parallel to the teaching to be carried out, e.g. lectures, symposia, publications etc. 

Objectives

Europe and the world are changing at a faster and faster rate and, at the same time, it is ever more difficult, for common sense and science alike, to identify the force lines of the changes. Progress is no longer what it used to be and life projects and career, business and institutional projects consist of ever smaller series of actions where forces converge in networks, with the most diverse origins not only from a national but also an institutional or course subject point of view. 

To adapt to and address this situation more effectively, scientific and academic leaders should encourage creativity and initiative in their students. This can only be done by developing the freedom and rewarding the imagination of their lecturers. For this, we must advance with new forms of organisation that simultaneously stimulate every lecturer, as well as every student, and make them feel responsible. 

This master's degree combines an interdisciplinary approach with a demanding cultivation of and respect for each scientific subject. The limitations of each one will be compensated by the cooperation of others, in a dialogue that is at once epistemological and organisational, in accordance with observable empirical phenomena and identifiable social problems. The object of this is the professional development of the master's degree candidates and, in addition, the dialogue that, through them, may be developed with institutions interested in the social phenomena and problems in question.

This course seeks to connect lecturers in various subjects and students from various fields, who are linked together by the curiosity and desire to sound out the potential of scientific values and knowledge, in their relationship with professional practice and institutional practices, with a view to the human development of one and all.

The interdisciplinary nature of the course does not mean that there is any concession whatever to the recognised absolute need to promote scientific rigour, nor does it seek the mere juxtaposition of dispersed and eclectic knowledge. On the contrary. It is a question of creating a confluence – in a single, well-defined objective (in the first place for each variant and in the second for the common core) – of various contributions that already show converging tendencies in the relevant research by the lecturer-researchers taking part in this training, research and services project.

The master's degree course is designed as a training and research programme centred on the fight against violent and immoral practices that, against fundamental principles, afflict our society, and civilisation itself, i.e. incivilities. But it is also centred on urbanities, the dilemmas that our collective body of ideas on progress (commonly called growth) produces, whether in comparative terms (What would they do in other countries?) or in terms of a realistic reflection (in practice, the best may be the enemy of the good).

The course will not only present theoretical problems that are relevant to our objectives but will also establish special research links with important social problems, through the organisation of seminars: one interdisciplinary, in the common core, and the other at the subject level, relating to support for and the organisation of the dissertation.

For the second year of the course, in full awareness of the difficulties, we shall try to mobilise the resources of different social agents who are interested in working with the master's degree course and the students. This will take the form, in particular, of the organisation of traineeships or simply the facilitation of access to important information on the subjects of study chosen for the dissertations. We can already count on certain organisations mentioned at the end of this proposal.

Target public

The priority target public of the Interdisciplinary Master's Degree in Emergency Sciences consists of the authorities and upper management of institutions involving the judicial system, social integration, social reintegration, security and the execution of judicial sentences, in addition to childcare workers, health professionals, firefighters, military personnel, missionaries, planners, town planners, politicians, ecologists and others who are confronted with problems that arise and difficulties of understanding with professionals whose training base lies in other disciplines. The master's degree course will be open to graduates whose careers are at present directed towards the areas mentioned, irrespective of their initial education. Holders of degrees in the subjects included in the basic disciplines of the different variants will be given admittance on a preferential basis. Students from any background who desire initiation into an interdisciplinary environment, with a view to following third-cycle studies, will also be welcome.

Besides the presentation of the important theoretical perspectives in the different subject areas, according to the course programme, the coursework to be completed should centre on empirical topics developed by the lecturers, around which it is possible to make a more extensive study of the conceptualisations that can be used in practice. This may be for analytical purposes or in the form of proposals to deal institutionally with social and institutional problems that are identified. Students who have their own designs on objects of study that lecturers consider compatible may develop these ideas within the framework of the master's degree course work.

The requirements stipulated for admission to the course include a first degree. There are a total of 150 places available, with a minimum of 20 students being necessary for the course to take place. 

Organisation and responsibility 

The course is organised on a system of credit units.

It consists of a common core of set subjects plus two obligatory basic subjects (to be chosen by the students in accordance with the structured and coordinated options on offer in the variants) and two optional subjects, with a seminar to support the writing of the dissertation (which may take various forms: a thesis, essay or traineeship report). There are also 6 ECTS to be awarded as credit for each student's 168 hours of civic service, in the course of the master's degree. This is implemented on the basis of certificates of attendance and commented descriptions of the activities engaged in.

The second year involves the seminar discipline, a single subject, which is chosen by each student from between the two basic subjects passed in the first year. The lecturer will organise the students' participation in a supervised framework of research, with a view to the drafting of work projects for the implementation of the final dissertation.

In compliance with the legislation in effect, a pass in the coursework component for the master's degree gives rise to the award of a postgraduate (post-first degree) diploma in the field and in the specialisation of the master's degree course. The presentation of the master's degree dissertation project, leading to the award of the master's degree in the field of specialisation of the course, is conditional upon a pass in the master's degree coursework component. 

The taught component is designed to provide all the participants with a body of common interdisciplinary and methodological structuring content that supports the two scientifically well-defined basic subjects of the students' choice, in addition to the optional subjects. It is thus intended to provide a broad education, with a flexible course structure – albeit without concessions to facility or demagogy – that can relate the general course content to the specific training that is most appropriate to the target public's occupational needs. The study matter taught in the course is organised in such a way as to transmit appropriate information, in theoretical and methodological terms, for a specific piece of analytical and research work, within the course programme guidelines, in the occupational areas in which the students already are or plan to be located.

The master's degree course is based on a combination of different types of scientific content organised around the notion of emergency, understood in its double sense of urgent and emergent. Examples of the application of the concept would be the economics of happiness, as an innovative form of urbanity put forward in various Anglo-Saxon academic circles for prospective purposes, and disaster science, as a preventive manner of considering human responsibility and development in the emergence of incivilities during and after events that are often misinterpreted as natural, though, in fact, they are largely or fully socially organised.

In adopting a perspective of plurality in the subject fields, we hope to define a course structure that allows information and theoretical reflection to be combined with the problematisation of concrete aspects suggested by situations of empirical reality.

The organisational responsibility for the course is assumed by Universidade Lusófona and the Department of Human and Social Sciences. The organisation and development of the course will be underpinned by cooperation protocols between appropriate national and foreign universities.

Whenever relevant and possible, evaluation of the different subjects will be reconciled with the work of preparing the dissertation. The course will have an established teaching team that will take care of the coordination and evaluation of all subjects. Coordination of the subjects is always taken care of by the lecturers. This team will be assisted by other national and foreign specialists. To benefit substantially from the course, it will be necessary to know English and French.

Course structure and study plan

In the first year, the taught component contains five disciplines per semester, of which two belong to the common core and, as such, are obligatory, two are basic subjects (dictated by the student's option for the course variant in which he/she chooses to enrol) and one is optional. In the second year, attendance is obligatory at a subject seminar chosen from the options connected with the subjects of the basic disciplines; in addition, the civic service course unit must be evaluated. The writing of the dissertation (supervised according to the seminar) will take place over the whole of the second year, for presentation in public examinations. The course programme will be as follows:

Variants 2009/2010

	Territory, Architecture and Sustainability
	Social Instability and Justice

	Urban infrastructure and violence 
	Control in Europe: economics and society 

	Risk management in cities
	Control Policies and Institutions


This is the current result of the interdisciplinary work produced for Emergency Sciences. Lecturers and researchers with academic careers in areas such as architecture and social anthropology and ecology have agreed that, among themselves, they can design the options offered in three variants (left-hand column) in which they can work comfortably with the students. Other lecturers and researchers from other subject areas (political science, law and sociology) have arrived, among themselves, at the same conclusion, with other variants (right-hand column). 

A synoptic course description of the common core and the different variants for the master's degree is given below.

Course structure of the common core 

Semester 1

	Subject
	UCTS

	1.  Global Sustainability and Development

2.  Social Science Research Methods and Techniques I 

3.  Compulsory course unit 1

4.  Compulsory course unit 2

5.  Optional course unit 1
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 2

	Subject
	UCTS

	6. Technological Applications and Developments (seminar) 

7. Social Science Research Methods and Techniques II 

8.  Compulsory course unit 3

9.  Compulsory course unit 4

10.  Optional course unit 2
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 3

	Subject
	UCTS

	11.  Preparatory seminar for production of the dissertation

12.  Dissertation
	9

21


Sub-total  30

Semester 4

	Subject
	UCTS

	13.  Civic service

14. Dissertation 
	6

24


Sub-total  30  Total  120

 

Variant Territory, Architecture and Sustainability

Course structure

Semester 1

	Subject
	UCTS

	1.  Global Sustainability and Development 

2.  Social Science Research Methods and Techniques 

3.  Social ecology

4.  Territory and Identity

5.  Optional course unit 1
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 2

	Subject
	UCTS

	6.  Technological Applications and Developments (seminar)

7.  Data Analysis in the Social Sciences

8.  Urban Management and Social Change 

9.  Urban Design and Planning Techniques 

10. Optional course unit 2
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 3

	Subject
	UCTS

	11. Preparatory seminar for production of the dissertation

12. Dissertation
	9

21


Sub-total  30

Semester 4

	Subject
	UCTS

	13. Civic service

14. Dissertation
	6

24


Sub-total  30  Total  120

Variant Urban infrastructures and violence

Course structure

Semester 1

	Subject
	UCTS

	1.  Global Sustainability and Development 

2.  Social Science Research Methods and Techniques

3.  Anthropology of violence

4.  Territory and Identity

5.  Optional course unit 1
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 2

	Subject
	UCTS

	6.  Technological Applications and Developments (seminar)

7.  Data Analysis in the Social Sciences

8.  Monitoring risk in an urban environment 

9.  Urban Design and Planning Techniques 

10. Optional course unit 2
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 3

	Subject
	UCTS

	11. Preparatory seminar for production of the dissertation

12. Dissertation
	9

21


Sub-total  30

Semester 4

	Subject
	UCTS

	13. Civic service

14. Dissertation
	6

24


Sub-total  30  Total  120

 

Variant Risk management in cities

Course structure

Semester 1

	Subject
	UCTS

	1.  Global Sustainability and Development 

2.  Social Science Research Methods and Techniques 

3.  Social ecology

4.  Anthropology of Violence

5.  Optional course unit 1
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 2

	Subject
	UCTS

	6.  Technological Applications and Developments (seminar)

7.  Data Analysis in the Social Sciences

8.  Urban Management and Social Change 

9.  Urban Design and Planning Techniques 

10. Optional course unit 2
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 3

	Subject
	UCTS

	11. Preparatory seminar for production of the dissertation

12. Dissertation
	9

21


Sub-total  30

Semester 4

	Subject
	UCTS

	13. Civic service

14. Dissertation
	6

24


Sub-total  30  Total  120

Variant Social Instability and Justice

Course structure

Semester 1

	Subject
	UCTS

	1.  Global Sustainability and Development 

2.  Social Science Research Methods and Techniques

3.  Instability and social theory 

4.  Penal grounds for coercion in knowledge societies 

5.  Optional course unit 1
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 2

	Subject
	UCTS

	1. Technological Applications and Developments (seminar) 

2. Data Analysis in the Social Sciences 

8.  Social Emergencies

9.  Victimisation and current legal trends

10.  Optional course unit 2
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 3

	Subject
	UCTS

	1. Preparatory seminar for production of the dissertation 

12.  Dissertation
	9

21


Sub-total  30

Semester 4

	Subject
	UCTS

	13.  Civic service

14. Dissertation 
	9

24


Sub-total  30  Total  120

Variant Control in Europe: economics and society

Course structure

Semester 1

	Subject
	UCTS

	1.  Global Sustainability and Development 

2.  Social Science Research Methods and Techniques

3.  Politics and Citizenship

4.  Penal grounds for coercion in knowledge societies 

5.  Optional course unit 1
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 2

	Subject
	UCTS

	6.  Technological Applications and Developments (seminar)

7.  Data Analysis in the Social Sciences

8.  Risk and Control Institutions and Policies

9.  Victimisation and current legal trends

10. Optional course unit 2
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 3

	Subject
	UCTS

	11. Preparatory seminar for production of the dissertation

12. Dissertation
	9

21


Sub-total  30

Semester 4

	Subject
	UCTS

	13. Civic service

14. Dissertation
	9

24


Sub-total  30  Total  120

Variant Control Policies and Institutions

Course structure

Semester 1

	Subject
	UCTS

	1.  Global Sustainability and Development 

2.  Social Science Research Methods and Techniques

3.  Instability and social theory 

4.  Politics and Citizenship

5.  Optional course unit 1
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 2

	Subject
	UCTS

	6.  Technological Applications and Developments (seminar)

7.  Data Analysis in the Social Sciences

8.  Social Emergencies

9.  Risk and Control Institutions and Policies

10. Optional course unit 2
	6

6

6

6

6


Sub-total  30

Semester 3

	Subject
	UCTS

	11. Preparatory seminar for production of the dissertation

12. Dissertation
	9

21


Sub-total  30

Semester 4

	Subject
	UCTS

	13. Civic service

14. Dissertation
	9

24


Sub-total  30  Total  120
Evaluation

Together with the students, each subject coordinator will organise the form of evaluation that he/she considers most appropriate to the pedagogical objectives, with the cooperation of the lecturers involved.

The coordination of the master's degree course will suggest that, in the first and second semesters, the students are organised into groups of 2 or 3 to carry out the assignments for evaluation in the subjects, using them to explore different kinds of emerging phenomena or phenomena emergencies chosen among the lecturers, in an attempt to build bridges between the disciplines, the lecturers and the students. For example, the impact of new information and communication technologies on organisations, families or schools; or the visibility of corruption as a national or international society or state phenomenon; or the effects of intensifying or reducing the use of custodial sentences in Portugal or the USA and different countries in Europe; or the organisational forms of new social movements, e.g. those devoted to fighting epidemics, disease or the war on the roads; or the integration into the armed forces of concerns about the protection of human rights and international aid in catastrophes.

The papers may consist of critical appreciations of texts and books, plans for a treatise to be carried out in the future, or methodological discussions on the best ways of addressing certain objects of study. In all cases, the work should preferably be presented in the form of an article for submission to a scientific journal of the student's choice.

In the case of the Semester 2 common-core discipline “Technological Applications and Developments”, the evaluation should include participation and cooperation in the seminar proceedings over the period, in addition to other criteria.

With regard to the preparatory seminar for the dissertation, the evaluation will cover the work project presented to support, justify and sustain the dissertation work. The discipline involving civic service will be assessed by the coordinators of the variant in question on the basis of the certificates and descriptions presented by the students for the activities they have carried out, as well as the supervisor's report for the student in question. 

In the dissertation, with the acquiescence of his or her supervisor, each student will choose one of the following types: a) the academic option, with three forms – a bibliographical review of a topic in the disciplines, followed by an essay giving a theoretical appreciation, by an application on the basis of the analysis of empirical data or by a methodological assessment of the potential and limits of the topic/subject; b) a traineeship report – the presentation and description of formal and informal aspects of contexts involving the exercise of the occupation, within the scope of sectors that are currently or potentially of interest to the master's degree course; and c) the organisation and analysis of legislative documents and experience reports relating to emerging fields of activity still being formalised.

The final limit for the course component evaluations will be 30 July 2010. For the presentation of the dissertation it will be 30 July 2011.

System of evaluation in the first year, by Course Unit

Global Sustainability and Development 

Lectures combined with the intervention of the student body and evaluation of their personal experience.
The lessons are designed as tools to support the systematisation of the literature recommended; they give priority to the master's degree students' participation on the basis of readings selected to boost the dynamics of the lesson. They aim, above all, to coach the students for the preparation of their practical work.

The evaluation takes one of two possible forms:

OPTION A

Practical work (40%); Final examination (40%); Active participation in lessons (20%).

OPTION B

Practical work (50%); Final examination (50%).

The practical work involves the preparation of a survey of the literature or actual experience in the strategic areas of sustainability; they are discussed with the person responsible for the subject and given tutorial support throughout the term.

 Empirical research will be welcome and encouraged.

Technological Applications and Developments

Organisation of a seminar in which the students orally present synopses of texts, with particular emphasis on discussion by the class of each author's original ideas and a report on the discussion, produced by the presenter.

The students may choose between continuous assessment and a final examination.

The first option consists of three points of assessment: a) oral presentation of a text selected by the student and approved by the lecturer; b) discussion in class of the texts presented to the seminar; c) the drafting of a document reporting the essence of the discussion generated on the presentation of the text submitted, with a brief personal evaluation of what happened.

The weighting for the final result will be as follows:

	Presentation
	30%

	Text 
	40%

	Discussion in lessons
	30%


Social Science Research Methods and Techniques

The methods and techniques will be explained at the same time as the sequence of research phases is presented and the notion of the need to plan the production of empirical information is reinforced.

The students have two options:

Continuous assessment:

The continuous assessment is based on the development of a project for evaluation and attendance and participation in class; the weighting is as follows:

	Research project
	80%

	Attendance and participation in class
	20%


Examination:

Students who do not pass in the continuous assessment may sit a final written examination based on the whole of the material covered during the semester.

Data Analysis in the Social Sciences

In a room with computer equipment for the purpose, students try out, produce and develop data analyses with the aim of creating a final presentation.

Continuous assessment is obligatory:

Continuous assessment may be carried out on the basis of a qualitative data analysis (content analysis with MAXqda) or a quantitative data analysis (using SPSS). The weighting for the final result will be as follows:

	Data analysis with use of the respective software
	80%

	Attendance and participation in class
	20%


Instability and social theory

Explanation of the basic ideas of social theory, debated with the topics presented in the organisation of the programme. Accompaniment of the students through a reading programme and preparation of the work for evaluation.

The students may choose between continuous assessment and a final examination.

The continuous assessment consists of the preparation of two texts to be presented in the middle and at the end of the semester. The first will concern the reflections of a certain author on one of the programme topics, as selected by the students, with the lecturer's previous approval. The second text will relate to methodology and deal with an author and topic of the students' choice, again with the lecturer's approval.

The weighting for the final result will be as follows:

	Theoretical text
	40%

	Methodological text
	40%

	Attendance and participation in class
	20%


Social emergencies 

Presentation of an analysis model of broad application. Organisation of information collection by the students, possibly in a group, on one of the topics to be developed and dealt with sociologically in class. Accompaniment of the students through a reading programme and preparation of the work for evaluation.

The students may choose between continuous assessment and a final examination.

The continuous assessment consists of the preparation of two texts to be presented in the middle and at the end of the semester. In each of the texts, the students should construct their own innovative perspective of one of the social problems dealt with in class.

The weighting for the final result will be as follows:

	Text 1
	40%

	Text 2
	40%

	Attendance and participation in class
	20%


Social Ecology

Explanation of the basic ideas of social ecology, debated with the topics presented in the organisation of the programme. Accompaniment of the students through a reading programme and preparation of the work for evaluation.

The continuous assessment is based on the development of a text of reflection regarding social ecology and on attendance and participation in class; the weighting is as follows:

	Development of a text
	70%

	Attendance and participation in class
	30%


Urban Management and Social Change 

Using case studies prepared by the lecturer, the students try out, produce and develop hypotheses of intervention-action with the aim of preparing a final presentation.

The continuous assessment consists of the development of a research project on social and territorial changes and the perception of environmental risk; attendance and participation in class is also given a weighting, as follows:

	Project
	80%

	Attendance and participation in class
	20%


Penal grounds for coercion in knowledge societies

Organisation of modules by topic, under the responsibility of lecturers who are specialists on the different subjects; the classes combine theory and practice.

The continuous assessment will involve two tests: a) the interpretation in class of texts (essays or treatises) approved by the lecturer; b) organised discussion in class of the ideas put forward, with the lecturer and the class. Each test will carry a weighting of 50% of the final result.

Victimisation and current legal trends

Organisation of modules by topic, under the responsibility of lecturers who are specialists on the different subjects; the classes combine theory and practice.

The continuous assessment will involve two tests: a) the interpretation in class of texts (essays or treatises) approved by the lecturer; b) organised discussion in class of the ideas put forward, with the lecturer and the class. Each test will carry a weighting of 50% of the final result.

Politics and Citizenship

Presentation of the topics and information sources available for each topic. Debates of a theoretical and practical nature with the students. Accompaniment of the students through a reading programme and preparation of the work for evaluation.

Assessment in this discipline involves each student's submission of two pieces of written work, in the middle and at the end of the semester. The first is a reading report on an author/topic contained in the bibliography; its aim is to prepare the students for the final requirement of the discipline. It may be in the format of a reading report of a methodological nature and/or deal with a theory of the student's choice. The second should focus on one of the topics addressed in class, whether on national or Community political institutions, and should be presented in class in the preliminary phase of development. In both cases, the topics of the papers are subject to approval by the lecturer.

The weighting for the final result will be as follows:

	Reading report
	25%

	Presentation
	25%

	Final paper
	50%


Risk and Control Institutions and Policies

Presentation of the topics and information sources available for each topic.

Presentation/discussion of case studies and the final summary, where the questions addressed in the various modules are debated.

Preparation of a piece of original research work on a topic to be submitted for the lecturer's consideration, within the scope of the subject content.

Evaluation: 70% Written Work (academic essay or policy paper) + 30% Oral Presentation.

The assessment is continuous, which means that the students' attendance and performance in the process of the work for the course unit will be taken into account in the final evaluation (without prejudice to the status of Worker-Students).

Territory and Identity

Evaluation is by continuous assessment, involving the preparation of a document to be presented at the end of the semester and the completion of practical work. The text of the document should construct a critical and innovative essay on one of the topics addressed in class, in the form of a scientific article, or a critical report on the results obtained in the practical work.

The weighting for the final result will be as follows:

Practical work                                                                                 40%

Written essay                                                                                   40%

Attendance and participation in class                                              20%

Urban Design and Planning Techniques

Evaluation is by continuous assessment, involving the preparation of a document to be presented at the end of the semester and the completion of practical work. The text of the document should construct a critical and innovative essay on one of the topics addressed in class, in the form of a scientific article, or a critical report on the results obtained in the practical work.

The weighting for the final result will be as follows:

Practical work                                                                                  40%

Written essay                                                                                    40%

Attendance and participation in class                                               20%

Anthropology of Violence

The lectures by the teaching staff are followed by seminar sessions, with a discussion of the obligatory reading material in the bibliography. In these seminar sessions, the students should be able to undertake a critical analysis of the texts under discussion. Case studies will be presented by guest specialists. The whole of the bibliography will be made available in one or more of the following ways: libraries, e-learning, the dispatch of PDFs by e-mail and photocopies.

The assessment process has four components: participation in class (10%); active participation in seminars, along with the obligatory presentation of a text for which the individual is responsible (25%); the preparation of a final report based on the topics presented in class as well as on the bibliography for the subject (65%).

Monitoring risk in an urban environment

The lectures by the teaching staff are followed by seminar sessions, with a discussion of the obligatory reading material in the bibliography. In these seminar sessions, the students should be able to undertake a critical analysis of the texts under discussion. Case studies will be presented by guest specialists. The whole of the bibliography will be made available in one or more of the following ways: libraries, e-learning, the dispatch of PDFs by e-mail and photocopies.

The assessment process has four components: participation in class (10%); active participation in seminars, along with the obligatory presentation of a text for which the individual is responsible (25%); the preparation of a final report based on the topics presented in class as well as on the bibliography for the subject (65%). 

Teaching body

Scientific Coordination:

Dr António Pedro Dores (Sociology Department, ISCTE)

 

Scientific Committee:

Dr António Pedro Dores (Sociology Department, ISCTE)

Dr Isabel Duarte (Institute of Educational Sciences)

Dr João Lutas Craveiro (National Civil Engineering Laboratory)

Dr Teresa Marat-Moura (Architecture Department, ISCTE)

Lecturers:

Dr António Pedro Dores (Sociology Department, ISCTE)

Dr Clara Calheiros (Faculty of Law, Minho University)

Dr Esther Morón (Autonomous University of Barcelona)

Dr Isabel Duarte (Institute of Educational Sciences)

Dr João Lutas Craveiro (National Civil Engineering Laboratory)

Dr José Ángel Brandiz Garcia (Faculty of Law, University of A Coruña)

Dr Leonor Assunção (Viseu Polytechnic Institute)

Dr Luis Ruiz Rodríguez (University of Cádiz)

Dr Luís de Sousa (Sociology Research and Study Centre, ISCTE)

Dr Manuel João Ramos (Anthropology Department, ISCTE)

Dr Patricia Faraldo Cabana (Faculty of Law, University of A Coruña)

PhD candidate Rui Brites (Department of Quantitative Methods, ISCTE)

Dr Teresa Marat-Moura (Architecture Department, ISCTE)

Representative list of guest lecturers:

Dr Eduardo Viegas Ferreira (School of Higher Police Studies)

Dr José Ornelas (ISPA)

Dr Jorge Vala (Department of Social Psychology, ISCTE)

Dr José Rebelo (Sociology Department, ISCTE)

Dr Manuela Calheiros (Department of the Social Psychology of Organisations, ISCTE)

Dr Manuela Ivone Cunha (Anthropology Department, Minho University)

Dr Francisco Louçã (ISEG)

Dr Boaventura Sousa Santos (University of Coimbra)

Loïc Wacquant

Bruno Latour

Jock Young

International references on academic and occupation-oriented activities converging with those proposed here:

The initiative for this master's degree course arose from the experience gained with two others, Institutions and Social Justice, Management and Development http://mijsgd.ds.iscte.pt, on the one hand, and Risk, Trauma and Society http://mrts.da.iscte.pt/, on the other. They took place in earlier years and gave many of the participants in the present proposal the opportunity for joint interdisciplinary work.

The proposers of this master's degree course took stock of the above experiences and the emergence of new interdisciplinary work trends, from the Anglo-Saxon world, within the general framework of the need to stimulate Europe's capacity to innovate, with a view not only to global competition but also the establishment of new postures vis-a-vis risks and life in conditions of globalisation. 

Accordingly, they agreed to cooperate, from a base point of the social sciences, in jointly developing interdisciplinary approaches to emerging academic fields, e.g. those that deal with disasters or the economics of happiness or the production of specific skills in community intervention in the field of health – relating to sexuality, contagious diseases, the risks of epidemics, intervention in developing countries, etc – or in logistics, with which various European courses on disaster management for municipal, national or international use concern themselves. For the more developed countries, the new forms of organising security, whether with reference to crime, health systems, social security, social intervention (in particular in the housing sector, recently at risk overall in the USA), in general being able to offer services closer to the users and citizens also generates opportunities for the intervention of the emergency sciences.

We are referring, then, to an emerging academic field whose main characteristic is that of dealing with complexity in a pragmatic and operational manner, beyond the frontiers of individual disciplines, in accordance with the actual situations to be dealt with.

a) There are policies for funding innovative activities in this field:

Transformative Research (US policy)

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2007/in130/in130.jsp#ftn1 

Collaborative Research (European policy)

http://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/coordinated_programmes/collaborative_research_centres/in_brief/index.html 

b) There are well-structured academic initiatives (with websites, specialist journals)

Economics of Happiness (British and Australian academic initiative) 

UK - a 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&ct=res&cd=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wellbeingmanifesto.net%2Fuk_manifesto.pdf&ei=-Mm_SIzhIaCSsQOXwJznDQ&usg=AFQjCNEKjCcuR3s3-vi3Fm7uq9vhlaydDQ&sig2=Uz5DABkHj3qqEUBghlEfxg"
well

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&ct=res&cd=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wellbeingmanifesto.net%2Fuk_manifesto.pdf&ei=-Mm_SIzhIaCSsQOXwJznDQ&usg=AFQjCNEKjCcuR3s3-vi3Fm7uq9vhlaydDQ&sig2=Uz5DABkHj3qqEUBghlEfxg"
-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&ct=res&cd=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wellbeingmanifesto.net%2Fuk_manifesto.pdf&ei=-Mm_SIzhIaCSsQOXwJznDQ&usg=AFQjCNEKjCcuR3s3-vi3Fm7uq9vhlaydDQ&sig2=Uz5DABkHj3qqEUBghlEfxg"
being manifesto

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&ct=res&cd=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wellbeingmanifesto.net%2Fuk_manifesto.pdf&ei=-Mm_SIzhIaCSsQOXwJznDQ&usg=AFQjCNEKjCcuR3s3-vi3Fm7uq9vhlaydDQ&sig2=Uz5DABkHj3qqEUBghlEfxg"
 for a flourishing society
http://www.wellbeingmanifesto.net/uk_manifesto.pdf
http://www.neweconomics.org/gen/news_wellbeingmanifesto.aspx
Australia http://www.wellbeingmanifesto.net/
http://www.clivehamilton.net.au/cms/media/documents/articles/The_Wellbeing_Manifesto.pdf
Commentaries

http://www.philosophyetc.net/2005/06/wellbeing-manifesto.html
http://www.futuresfoundation.org.au/Future-News/Features-(General)/A-Wellbeing-Manifesto-for-the-future-20050515156/
http://www.decs.sa.gov.au/learnerwellbeing/files/links/Living_now_happiness.pdf
Academic references

http://www.springerlink.com/content/w3110528718662h8/
http://www.springerlink.com/content/104910/?p=ff0eb066df454ecbb1c9740a3bd832b3&pi=0
c) There are courses at the third-cycle level

Disaster Science (US academic initiative)

http://www.udel.edu/DRC/aguirre.html
Master's degrees

http://scs.richmond.edu/disasterscience/
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/trainings-events/academics/v.php?id=1121
Research:

http://www.udel.edu/DRC/
http://www.cred.be/ (epidemiology)

Journals of Natural Disaster Science

http://facultystaff.richmond.edu/~wgreen/ejem.htm
http://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/jnds 

http://wwwsoc.nii.ac.jp/jsnds/contents/jsdn_back_number/jsdn_bn_list.html
Books

http://www.amazon.com/Disaster-Science-Klutz-Inc/dp/1570542511
http://www.australianreview.net/digest/2004/03/lowe.html
Commentaries

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disaster_research 

http://sciencecareers.sciencemag.org/career_development/previous_issues/articles/2008_02_22/caredit_a0800027
http://cat.inist.fr/?aModele=afficheN&cpsidt=15476512
d) And also at the second-cycle level

Master's degrees in criminology:

Master of European Criminology and Criminal Justice Systems (Univ. of Gent)

http://www.law.ugent.be/crim/mastercrim/ 

Master Oficial en Criminología y Sociología Jurídico Penal (Univ. of Catalonia)

http://www.ub.edu/masteroficial/criminologia_sociologia_juridico_penal/index.php?lang=es_ES 

Master's degrees in social security:

European Master's Degree in Social Security (Catholic University of Leuven)

http://emss.kuleuven.ac.be/ 

Master's degrees in emergencies in the USA:

Immigration and Emergency (Master's degree module, Univ. of George Town)

http://isim.georgetown.edu/pages/Certificate.html 

Management of Emergencies (Master's degree at Adelphi University)

http://academics.adelphi.edu/universitycollege/certificate/emergencymanagement.php 

Disaster and emergency management (Master's degree, York University)

http://www.yorku.ca/akevents/academic/SAS/EM/master/index.html 

Public Administration and Emergencies (Master's degree at Walden University)

http://www.degrees.com/c/online-social-science/cl/degrees/p/master-of-public-administration-mpa-emergency-response-policy-and-coordination/ 

Public Administration and Emergencies (Master's degree at Capella University)

http://www.capella.edu/schools_programs/human_services/masters/emergency_management.aspx 

Disasters and Emergencies (Master's degree at Royal Roads University) 

http://www.royalroads.ca/programs/faculties-schools-centres/faculty-social-applied-sciences/peace-conflict-management/demgmt-ma/
e) There are organisations that promote new occupations

Psychology of Emergency (Brazilian professionals)

http://www.nucleofoccus.com.br/?subject=%22Divulga%E7%E3o%20RedePsi%22
Emergency management

http://www.emergencymanagement.org.uk/
Associated academic organisations:

(protocols in preparation)

ISCTE

Institute of Educational Sciences

University of Barcelona

University of A Coruña

Viseu Polytechnic Institute

Research organisations:

LNEC

Associated non-governmental organisations

Vidas alternativas (Alternative lives) – civic association, online radio project

ACED – Association against Exclusion through Development

Observatory for Ethics in Public Life

