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The scope of this new journal is to help fill a vacuum of sociological, political, cultural and
economic studies, on the issues of penality, crime, security and social control, that has come into
being in Italy. Heir to Dei delitti ¢ delle pene - and earlier La questione criminale - this new journal titled
in fact Studi sulla questione criminale: nuova serie di Dei delitti e delle pene, intends to meet this challenge
with a perspective that contextualises it in the more general processes of social and cultural
transformation.

We believe in fact that it is not possible to understand and capture the essentials of “The
Criminal Question” without keeping global and local, internal and external security together, and
without confronting the major social and cultural conflicts of our age, the new strategies of control,
the rhetoric of penality and security - not to mention war, terrorism, transnational illegal markets,
justice, democracy and human rights both at the local and the European and global level.

As Dei delitti e delle pene and La questione criminale already did, this new journal will be guest to
theoretical as well as research studies - of sociological, historical, or legal nature - around the several
aspects and phenomena which contribute to the construction of “the criminal question” today, as
well as studies that consider the criminal question with the aim of understanding the roots of
conflict, law and rights, and democracy.

We also believe that tackling the criminal question would be impossible without measuring up
to the issue of gender difference. The gender of the criminal question, as well as the gender of law
and democracy, has always been shelved aside, whereas it ought to constitute a structural
dimension of social phenomena, as well as of the scientific and cultural perspective from which
these are studied. Today, the issue of security - security from the risk of victimization by street
crime but also security from the risk of terrorist victimization - has become central in local and
global rhetoric and policies. Therefore, it is even more important and necessary than in the past,
both scientifically and politically, to offer a kind of research which is able to analyze the
multidimensionality of the criminal question and its implications. In taking up a “critical”” tradition
of studies on the criminal question, our goal is to contrast a merely administrative or repressive view

of the policies concerning the kind of phenomena socially defined as “crime”, “punishment” and
“security”.

The new journal is particularly devoted to the attention of students of law, and social and
political sciences, but also to law officers (judges and lawyers) and all those who are interested in
social and penal policies.

We would be very glad if you could contribute to the realization of these research programmes
and to making them available to an ever-increasing public. This can be achieved not only by
purchasing personal copies of the journal, but also by promoting its presence in the institutions
with which you cooperate or are in contact, and in libraries that wish to offer a full documentation
on debates and ongoing scientific research in criminology.
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