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At the present time increasing attention is being given by legal theorists and practitioners to the whole area covering equality and social rights. Despite this growing volume of work, we consider that any contribution to the subject which adds a new vision and perspective may be of interest. Our study deals with the subject of substantive equality in the sphere of social rights. First, we investigate the semantic and practical complexity of these concepts, together with the obligations which correspond to the public authorities in terms of putting them into practice. Secondly, we discuss the role of substantive equality in the discourse of social rights, explaining the points at which the two concepts interact, and the ways that formal equality can be improved. Lastly, we reach the conclusion that there are two distinct senses in the concept of discrimination, one which is equivalent to any infringement of the general principal of equality, and another stricter one, which is the infringement of equality when any of the proscribed differentiating factors are present (race, sex, etc.). The legal aspect of the mandate to exercise and guarantee social rights is manifested in the programmed objective, as well as in the fact that the measures aimed at these objectives are protected from the possibility of their not being complied with, or of their being complied with in such a way that they have no real effect.
