Dear colleagues in Sociologists Without Borders,

 I write to request your support on an urgent matter in Germany--the 

 arrest of several prominent urban social science researchers on 

 grounds of affiliation with a supposed "terrorist group".

 A brief description of the situation can be found in the text after 

 this email message. Even more briefly:

     * On 31 July, seven individuals were charged by the German

       prosecutor's office with membership in a "terrorist" organization,

       three of whom are social scientists, one of whom, Dr. Andrej Holm,

       has been locked in solitary confinement in a Berlin jail.

     * Upon their arrest the three scholars learned that they and their

       families had been under police surveillance for about a year. On

       the basis of information collected during this period, the police

       maintained that they were members of a terrorist organization

       purportedly titled "mg," "/militante gruppe/."

     * One of the key pieces of evidence used by the prosecutor's office

       is that their academic writings on gentrification contained words

       and phrases, such as "gentrification," that are allegedly similar

       to language used the "mg". They are also said to be "intellectual

       capable" of composing "mg statements"; of having access to

       libraries where materials useful to the "mg" are found; and of

       having connections to the "extreme left-wing scene" in Berlin.

     * There is strong evidence that the case is politically motivated:

       an attempt to persecute left-leaning academics and activists who

 have committed no other "crime" than to think differently than the political mainstream.

 The details--and complete absurdity--of these charges is conveyed 

 through some of the attached materials--a statement by the three 

 accused social scientists; a statement by their laywers; an op-ed 

 piece by Peter Marcuse (soon to be submitted to a US newspaper); an 

 op-ed piece by Roger Keil and Ute Lehrer (submitted to a Canadian 

 newspaper); a letter of protest drafted by Prof. Neil Smith; and an 

 interview with a German lawyer on the situation. I also attach an Open 

 Letter of protest that has been signed by a large number of prominent 

 international scholars, and which was submitted to the German federal 

 prosecutor's office yesterday. Finally, in case anyone readers German, 

 I have attached a few recent news reports from several German media 

 outlets, including the national newspapers /Frankfurter Rundschau/ and /Die Zeit/.

 Effectively, these cases represent an attempt by the German state to 

 criminalize critical social scientific research and, more generally, 

 they entail a truly frightening assault on civil liberties in a 

 supposedly liberal democracy.

 I am happy to offer further, detailed information; I can be contacted 

 at Neil.Brenner@nyu.edu <mailto:Neil.Brenner@nyu.edu
 We would be extremely grateful for your support of our Open Letter or 

 for any suggestions about avenues of publicity and protest.

 Sincerest thanks

 Neil Brenner
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 Director, Metropolitan Studies Program Professor Department of 

 Sociology Metropolitan Studies Program / Department of Social and 

 Cultural Analysis New York University Puck Building

 295 Lafayette Street, 4th Floor

 New York, NY 10012-9605
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 *On 31st July 2007, seven individuals were charged by the Attorney of 

 the German Federal Supreme Court for alleged suspected ?memberships of 

 a terrorist association?. Four of these individuals have since been in 

 pre-trial confinement in a Berlin jail. Three of the seven accused 

 individuals are urban researchers, one of whom, who is currently in 

 jail, has agreed to be named: Dr. Andrej Holm, urban sociologist and 

 established researcher on gentrification in Berlin.

 An OPEN LETTER is attached, summarising the background of the case, 

 the arguments used by the Attorney of the German Federal Supreme Court 

 and the demands made by the solidarity movement.

 Individuals or organisations are invited to demonstrate support for 

 those arrested by sending protest letters, petitions and declarations 

 to the Attorney of the German Federal Supreme Court, i.e.:

 Der Generalbundesanwalt beim Bundesgerichtshof c/o Ermittlungsrichter 

 Hebenstreit Herrenstraße 45

 D-76133 Karlsruhe

 Germany

 and

 Der Generalbundesanwalt beim Bundesgerichtshof Brauerstraße 30

 D-76137 Karlsruhe

 Germany

 Fax + 49 7 21 819 14 92

 eMail: presse@generalbundesanwalt.de

 An e-mail address has been set up by the Berlin colleagues who are 

 coordinating action around Dr. Andrej Holm and the other accused 

 individuals. It would be helpful if individuals and organisations could 

 send a message to this address to inform the Berlin colleagues about any 

 support action they are taking (solidarity addresses, declarations that 

 are to be published) and address any question they may have:

 kontaktschuld@so36.net

 The German lawyer and press contact for the accused, including Dr. 

 Andrej Holm, is:

 Wolfgang Kaleck

 Immanuelkirchstrasse3-4

 D-10405 Berlin

 Germany

 Phone: +49-(0)30-4467-9218

 Fax: +49-(0)30-4467-9220

 The main demands of the solidarity movement are:

 · Release of the prisoners

 · Stop the proceedings under § 129a of German penal law

 · End the § 129, 129a, and 129b laws

 · Stop criminalizing progressive research and action*
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