Best Practices to End Discrimination in Criminal Justice Systems

Discrimination against the accused

	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against the accused

	Program/Contact
	(Not a best practice)

	Description
	Attorneys for an executed man have argued his case before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the grounds that his treatment violated provisions of a treaty signed by the USA

During the penalty phase of the trial of James Rexford Powell, prosecutors introduced evidence related to a criminal case for which Mr. Powell had been acquitted.  Based partly on that evidence, the jury recommended the death penalty.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	“International Tribunal Weighing Texas Execution,” American-Statesman, October 28, 2003


Discrimination against the addicted

	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against (drug) addicts

	Program/Contact
	Australia, Britain, Canada, France, Netherlands, Switzerland, and US



	Description
	Australia: Experimental injection rooms operate in Sydney to provide a safe place to inject drugs.  A trial program is underway to test the efficacy of naltrexone implants as a non-addictive medication to block the effects of opiates and to reduce the craving for them.

Britain: A few doctors are participating in an experimental program to prescribe heroin to state-registered addicts who have failed to respond to detoxification or methadone programs.

Canada: Safe places are provided for addicts to use opiates under medical supervision.

France: Buprenorphine treatment is offered to block the effects of opiates and reduce the craving for them.

Netherlands: Methadone maintenance programs are available.  Recent trials may lead to heroin prescriptions for addicts in methadone programs.  Injection rooms are available where addicts are given clean needles.  

Switzerland: Doctors are providing heroin to hundreds of hard-core addicts in an experimental program.

US:  Methadone maintenance programs are available in many states, including Maryland, Virginia, and DC



	Metrics
	· Germany and Switzerland have reported a reduction in deaths due to overdoses.

· It is hoped that the program will also reduce the incidence of diseases transmitted through dirty needles.



	Source of Information
	The Washington Post, August 2, 2003, p. A1, A15


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against (sexual) addicts

	Program/Contact
	Anthony Asuncion

Chief of the Misdemeanor Section

US Attorney’s Office

Washington, DC, USA

(Initiated in 2001)



	Description
	· Individuals convicted for the first time for soliciting prostitutes can volunteer to participate in a course that will wipe the conviction off their records.

· In the day-long course, they learn about the law, the health implications, the psychology of sexual addiction, and the abuse suffered by prostitutes.  They are also given the option of being tested for sexually transmitted diseases.

	Metrics
	Only 1 of more than 500 participants has been arrested for solicitation.

	Source of Information
	The Washington Times, August 4, 2003, p. B1


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed

	Discrimination against (sexual) addicts in the form of incomplete, one-sided, and/or sensational reporting of specific child sexual assault crimes.  Such reporting has, in some cases, led to public policy changes that are not given adequate thought and are not constructive policies.

	Program/Contact
	Gathering the Facts About Child Sexual Abuse: A Resource Guide for the Media by STOP IT NOW!

	Description
	The guide provides a list of nearly 50 organizations  that can provide insight and assistance to someone covering a story related to child sexual abuse.

	Metrics
	N/A

	Source of Information
	The guide is available from The Safer Society Press, PO Box 340, Brandon, VT 05733-0340.


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed

	Discrimination against (sexual) addicts

	Program/Contact
	The proposal to adopt a public health approach to the prevention of sexual abuse of children

	Description
	The program is a recommendation of an expert panel meeting convened by STOP IT NOW!

Major elements of the program include:

· Promoting a dialogue on the subject

· Promoting social change

· Collaboration among all involved

· Working at the community level

· Funding for research, treatment, and education.

	Metrics
	No metrics are available

	Source of Information
	“Working Upstream: A Public Health Approach to Preventing the Sexual Abuse of Children,” STOP IT NOW!, PO Box 495, Haydenville, MA 01039


Discrimination against the convicted

	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against the convicted - the over-reliance on incarceration

	Program/Contact
	New Zealand Criminal Justice System

	Description
	· Imprisonment is used as a sentence of last resort for those who have committed serious offenses or have a long criminal record.

· Presumptions of the Criminal Justice Act 1985 are that...

· violent offenders are to be imprisoned except in special circumstances

· people convicted of property offenses punishable by 7 years imprisonment or less should not be imprisoned, except in special circumstances

· the courts should have regard for the desirability of keeping offenders in the community, and that any term of imprisonment should be as short as is consonant with promoting the safety of the community.

· Nonetheless, there is concern that the use of community-based sentences and other alternatives has widened the net of the criminal justice system, “fast tracking” offenders up the sentencing hierarchy towards imprisonment.

	Metrics
	· Custodial sentences are imposed on only about 8% of all convicted offenders and 20% of all convicted violent offenders.

· Serious violent offenses make up less than 1% of offenses, but account for almost 45% of the prison population.

· Almost 60% of prison inmates have committed some type of violent offense.

· Property offenders in prison have an average of 26 previous convictions.

· Imprisonment is only used for the most serious of traffic offenders or for persistent recidivists.  Traffic offenders in prison have an average of 21 previous convictions.

· Most offenders in prison for other than violent, property or traffic offenses are drug dealers.

	Source of Information
	“Use of Imprisonment in New Zealand,” 1998




Discrimination against those leaving prison
	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against those leaving prison

	Program/Contact
	The Portfolio Project and The Linkage Project

Professor Buzz Alexander

University of Michigan

3187 Angell Hall

Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1003

734-764-6330

(Initiated in 2003)

	Description
	The Portfolio Project
Individuals in the free world work one-on-one with incarcerated youth to prepare portfolios of their art or writing.  The portfolios will aid in pursuing education and/or employment.
.

	
	The Linkage Project
Incarcerated youth and adults are connected with community arts mentors when they return home.

	Metrics
	Not available.



	Source of Information
	Fundraising letter dated August 11, 2003


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against those leaving prison

	Program/Contact
	Woman to Woman

Carmel Benjamin AM, 2003

Victoria, Australia

	Description
	· Women with highly developed personal skills who have managed their lives successfully are matched as mentors with women leaving prison.

· Mentors (volunteers) must compete basic training and attend monthly continuing education sessions.

· Protocols, operational rules and guidelines must be followed.

· Individual debriefing sessions are routinely conducted.  

· Mentors regularly visit prisoners who have chosen to join the program.

· The program is not part of the prison system, but operates with the approval and cooperation of the system.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	White paper: “Woman to Woman – A Mentor Scheme”


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against those leaving prison

	Program/Contact
	LifeLine Service

Jim Murphy

613-992-8374

(Initiated in 1991)



	Description
	· Represents a partnership between Correctional Service Canada (CSC), National Parole Board (NPB) and nongovernmental organizations.

· Lifers who have been released and who have successfully reintegrated into the community for at least 5 years are recruited to help lifers still in prison throughout their sentences.

· The program has 3 components:

· In-reach brings lifers who are on parole back into the prisons to help lifers make their time in prison productive.

· Community services assist lifers as they leave the institution to reintegrate into the community.

· Public awareness helps to create support in the community by sending in-reach workers to meet with interested groups.  These same workers carry out preventive work such as education and youth work.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	email description dated 1/26/04


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against those leaving prison

	Program/Contact
	Circle of Support and Accountability

Canada

	Description
	Provides support to serious sex offenders who are released to the community without any resources at the end of their sentence.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against those leaving prison - lack of adequate housing

	Program/Contact
	Several states in the USA are developing programs to assist those leaving prison to find adequate housing.

	Description
	· In Hawaii, a prisoner must have an approved place to live before being released.  Eligible prisoners are released on furlough for short periods to find a place to live, find a job, and renew connections with family.

· The Illinois Department of Corrections’ (DOC) Placement Resource Unit works to find transitional housing and short-term employment for those who would be homeless.

· In California, individuals who participate in pre-release drug treatment are eligible for up to 6 months of housing linked to post-release drug treatment.

· In Baltimore, Maryland, those leaving prison can enroll in job training and get help finding a job.  The program provides 2 months of housing, paid for with stipends from the job training program.

· The Massachusetts DOC’s Reentry Unit has contracted with South Middlesex Opportunity Council to provide housing with integrated social services for people leaving prison who are at risk of homelessness.

· The Rhode Island DOC’s COMPASS project provides comprehensive transitional planning which includes housing.  Initial housing expenses are treated as a loan the must be paid back from earnings.

· The Tennessee DOC’s 2-year transition program includes 6 months of pre-release services, 6 months of work-release, and a year of post-release case management which includes help with transitional housing, if needed.

· Project Greenlight is a cooperative effort between New York’s Queensboro Correctional Facility and the Vera Institute of Justice.  The program connects those in prison with representatives of programs that address employment, education, substance abuse, family issues, and constructive leisure time activities.  An effort is made to find housing for those in need, matching the needs of those to be released with the needs of the housing providers. 

	Metrics
	These programs are relatively new; statistics on their effectiveness are not yet available.  We do know that:

· In Los Angeles and San Francisco, 30 to 50 percent of all people under parole supervision are homeless.

· In New York City, up to 20 percent of people released from city jails each year are homeless or their housing arrangements are unstable.

· One study found that at least 11% of people released from New York State prisons to New York City from 1995 to 1998 entered a homeless shelter within 2 years.

· Eighteen percent of all homeless people have spent time in a state or federal prison.

· Of the parolees reincarcerated, 19% were homeless when arrested.

	Source of Information
	“Preventing Homelessness Among People Leaving Prison,” by Nino Rodriguez and Brenner Brown, Vera Institute of Justice, www.vera.org


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed

	Discrimination against those leaving prison - denial of voting rights

	Program/Contact
	(Not a best practice)

	Description
	

	Metrics
	· In the USA, 33 states deny persons on parole or probation the right to vote.

· In 14 states, a felony conviction can result in loss of voting rights for life.

	Source of Information
	The Sentencing Project, 514  10th Street NW, Suite 1000, Washington, DC 20004


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed

	Discrimination against those leaving prison

	Program/Contact
	 (Not a best practice)

	Description
	In the USA, many states have laws and policies that discriminate against someone with a felony conviction, though they have completed their sentence.

	Metrics
	· Only half of all states make transportation arrangements for prisoners at the moment of their release.  Those that do give rides home from jail often drop ex-prisoners off in the middle of the night in locations where they may know no one.

· One-third of states provide no funding at all for prisoners as they leave prison.  Other states offer sums ranging from $25 to $200.

· At least six states bar ex-offenders from public employment.

· Federal laws bar may ex-prisoners from public housing and federally assisted housing programs.

· Some states place restrictions on fields of work ex-prisoners can pursue, including law, real estate, medicine, nursing, physical therapy, and education.

· Four million Americans are currently or permanently barred from voting because of criminal activity.  More than one-quarter are black men.

· Nearly every state has a sex offender registry.

· Florida, Georgia, Texas, Indiana, New York, Michigan, Oklahoma, North Carolina and Tennessee have offender databases online.

	Source of Information
	www.abcnews.go.com, December 11, 2002


Discrimination against the families of prisoners

	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against families of prisoners (visitation practices)

	Program/Contact
	We know of no “best practice” models, though the complaints listed below are not universal.



	Description
	

	Metrics
	Complaints include:

· Long waits before visits begin

· No activities for children

· Noncontact visits 

· Rude treatment by staff

· Limited (or no) access to bathroom facilities

· Permanent or lengthy visiting restrictions based upon a prisoner’s rule violations

· Restrictions on visits by children

	Source of Information
	


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against families of prisoners – treatment by the criminal justice system

	Program/Contact
	Restorative Justice Programs in New Zealand

	Description
	· Legislation was enacted in 1989 that required young offenders to attend family group conferences.

· In 2002, the provisions were extended to adult offenders.

· The legislation recognizes that family is the key element of social stability.  (Previously, the family had been seen as accountable for the social breach and its repair – rather than the person who offended.)

· The group conferences supported by the act provide the opportunity for the family, the offender, and the victim (when willing) to meet with professionals and a trained facilitator to discuss the offense.  The goal is to have the offender take responsibility and to make amends to the family, the victim, and the community.

· The community is responsible for conducting the conferences, rather than the government, by design.

· During the conference, at least one responsible individual is designated to supervise the conference outcomes.

	Metrics
	· The most successful juvenile conferences were those where the victim was present and shared the harm with the offender. 

· An apology was more likely in conferences where the offender attended voluntarily.

	Source of Information
	“Recent Restorative Justice Developments in New Zealand/Aotearoa” by Helen Bowen Barrister


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against families (children) of prisoners

(The needs of children are seldom considered when a parent is arrested or when he or she is sentenced.)

	Program/Contact
	

	Description
	There have been several initiatives to address these concerns, including...

· Ensuring that parents who are both to be sentenced will be imprisoned at separate times so the children have a caregiver.  

· Ensuring that police have a protocol to use when making an arrest with children present.

· Hiring a social worker in the Public Defender’s office to coordinate the needs of children of parents in jail.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	San Francisco Chronicle, “Sentencing Needs to Account for Kids” by Joan Ryan, February 15, 2004.


Discrimination against foreign nationals

	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against foreign nationals

	Program/Contact
	Bill introduced into Texas legislature (which was not enacted into law)

	Description
	The bill would have required judges to inform foreign nationals of their right to consul assistance.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	Fort Worth Star-Telegram, June 10, 2003


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against foreign nationals – The US government is holding detainees in Guantanamo Bay with open-ended terms and no proper legal process.

	Program/Contact
	No best practice; the International Committee of the Red Cross and many foreign governments are calling upon the US to determine which detainees will be released and which will be tried and to communicate that to each individual.



	Description
	

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	“Red Cross Criticizes Indefinite Detention in Guantanamo Bay,” New York Times, October 10, 2003


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against foreign nationals

	Program/Contact
	(Not a best practice)

The Mexican government has challenged the US convictions and death sentences of 52 of its citizens at the International Court of Justice in the Hague.

	Description
	The challenge is based on the fact that those Mexican citizens were denied the right to meet promptly with Mexican diplomats.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	New York Times, January 16, 2004


Discrimination against the mentally ill

	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against the mentally ill

	Program/Contact
	Criminal Mental Health Project

Alicia Perez, Coordinator

1351 NW 12 Street, Room 104

Miami, FL 33125

USA

alperez@jud11.flcourts.org

(Initiated in 2000)

	Description
	· Trained police officers on a Crisis Intervention Team try to calm a situation.  They take an individual for evaluation, treatment, and referral only if necessary.  Arrest is a last resort.

· Within 24 hours of an arrest, a jail psychiatrist determines whether a defendant should be evaluated for involuntary hospitalization.  If so, the case moves rapidly to a jail division judge who makes the determination.

· A judge, in consultation with the State Attorney’s Office and the defense counsel, decides whether to dismiss charges upon the defendant’s completion of a discharge plan.

· Multidisciplinary teams regularly visit the mentally ill to provide monitoring of medication, psychiatric and psychological follow-up, case management, crisis intervention, substance abuse treatment, and vocational and social rehabilitation.

	Metrics
	· Recidivism among the mentally ill who commit misdemeanors was reduced from 70% to 11%.

· The county Department of Corrections saved $240,000 and more than 2, 000 jail-bed nights.



	Source of Information
	Community Links, May, 2003, p. 6


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against the mentally ill

	Program/Contact
	Seminole County mental health initiative 

Don Eslinger

Seminole County Sheriff’s Office

100 Bush Boulevard

Sanford, FL 32773

407-665-6635

deslinger@seminolesheriff.org

(Initiated in 1999)

	Description
	· Training program on mental health crisis intervention.

· Mentally ill are encouraged to register with the Sheriff’s Office and to wear identification bracelets.  Bracelets alert officers of potential mental health problems and lead to more appropriate resolution of problems.

· Trained mental health counselors respond to mental health related dispatches.

· Pre- and post-booking diversion programs are in place.

· Deputies often accompany probation officers and mental health counselors during visits in their area of responsibility.

	Metrics
	Not available.



	Source of Information
	Community Links, May, 2003, p. 7


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against the mentally ill

	Program/Contact
	Roy Brown, Social Worker

Bibb County Law Enforcement Center

PO Box 930

Macon, GA 32202

478-750-2102

(Initiated in 1998)

	Description
	· Community mental health provider evaluates mental health of inmates to determine need for services related to substance abuse.

· Weekly clinic with psychiatrist is available for inmates needing psychotropic medications.

· Medication management is provided for discharged inmates.

· Six weekly group therapy sessions are conducted.

· Mental health staff is available daily.
.

	Metrics
	Involuntary commitments to the regional hospital have dropped from 20 per month to 2 per month.



	Source of Information
	


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against the mentally ill

	Program/Contact
	Bio-psycho-social model of viewing criminal behavior

	Description
	· Mr. Plesman asserts that several studies show that drug addicts and alcoholics suffer from unstable blood sugar levels, which is also a factor in childhood hyperactivity.

· Other studies have demonstrated the impact of lighting and room color on individual behavior.

· He argues that a more holistic approach will likely produce more success in rehabilitative efforts.

	Metrics
	None; no program exists at this time.



	Source of Information
	“The Forgotten Factor in the Crime Debate” by Jurriaan Plesman as it appeared on the website www.hypoglycemia.asn.au


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against the mentally ill

	Program/Contact
	(Not a best practice)

Reported by Irish Penal Reform Trust (IPRT)



	Description
	· The IPRT has been monitoring the Irish Government’s program to replace padded isolation cells with “safety observation cells.”  

· In their review, they raise several concerns, including:

· the absence of a medical ethos underpinning the structure of the new observation cells

· a lack of accessible services in prisons and the community for people suffering mental illness

· a shortage of appropriately qualified prison medical staff

· a lack of official recognition that suicidal prisoners should never be placed in isolation of any sort

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	Report: “New IPRT Report Finds ‘Radical Restructuring’ Necessary before New Isolation Cells Meet Human Rights Standards”


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against the mentally ill

	Program/Contact
	Mental health courts in various jurisdictions, e.g Anchorage, Alaska; Broward County, Florida; King County, Washington; and San Bernardino, California.

	Description
	· Participation is voluntary.

· Courts accept only persons with demonstrable mental illness likely to have contributed to their involvement in the criminal justice system.

· The objective is to prevent incarceration or to secure the release from incarceration into appropriate services.

· Public safety is a high priority.

· Predominant focus is on misdemeanors and low-level offenders with little or no history of violence.

· The system expedite early intervention through timely identification of candidates.

· A dedicated team of justice and treatment representatives is utilized.

· The teams work with mental health providers and support systems.

· Offenders receive intensive supervision.

· The judge is at the center of treatment and supervision process.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	Monograph: “Emerging Judicial Strategies for the Mentally Ill in the Criminal Caseload: Mental Health Courts,” US Bureau of Justice Assistance


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against the mentally ill

	Program/Contact
	Maryland’s Community Criminal Justice Treatment Program

(Initiated in 1993)

	Description
	· A multiagency collaborative provides shelter and treatment services to mentally  ill offenders in their communities.

· Serves mentally ill who are jailed, on probation or on parole.

· Local advisory boards composed of local and state decision makers oversee the system.

· Case management services include crisis intervention, screening, counseling, discharge planning, and community follow-up.

· Services are provided for mentally ill offenders who are homeless or have co-occurring substance use disorders.

· Routine training is available for criminal justice and treatment professionals.

· Postbooking diversion is available for qualifying mentally ill defendants

	Metrics
	· Operating in 18 of Maryland’s 24 local jurisdictions.

· Improves the identification and treatment of jailed mentally ill individuals.

· Increases communication between mental health and corrections professionals.

· Improves coordination of in-jail and community-based services for mentally ill offenders and defendants.

· Reduces disruption in local jails.

· Has improved the quality of many clients’ lives.

	Source of Information
	“Coordinating Community Services for Mentally Ill Offenders: Maryland’s Community Criminal Justice Treatment Program” by Catherine Conly, published by the National Institute of Justice, April, 1999


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against the mentally ill

	Program/Contact
	Memphis Model - Crisis Intervention Team

Memphis, TN



	Description
	Crisis Intervention Team officers are highly trained to be able to respond quickly and provide those in crisis with the proper services.

	Metrics
	· In more that 10,000 calls for service involving the mentally ill and nearly 5,000 CIT officer interventions only 66 arrests were necessary.

· All other encounters were handled through intervention and treatment services provided by partner agencies.

	Source of Information
	Community Links, August, 2003


Reverse discrimination against those who violate women
	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Reverse discrimination against offenders - those who commit violence against women

	Program/Contact
	(Not a best practice)



	Description
	· In Turkey, those who commit “honor” crimes against women are seldom prosecuted.

· In Bangladesh, those who commit acid attacks against women are seldom prosecuted.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	Report of World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), 55th Session of the Sub-Commission on Human Rights


Discrimination against the poor

	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against the poor

The majority of prisoners come from impoverished backgrounds.  In the US, for example, New York spends over $1 million per year incarcerating people from just one poor block in Brooklyn.  In Connecticut, the state spends $20  million per year imprisoning 387 individuals from one poor New Haven neighborhood.

Advocates in India describe the horrors experienced by poor children who are arrested simply because of their poverty and homelessness.

	Program/Contact
	Dennis Maloney, Deschutes County, Oregon

(Initiated in 1997)

	Description
	· The state passed legislation allowing Deschutes County to use community programs to supervise juveniles who would otherwise have been sent to state prisons.

· The state gave the county the funds that would have been spent on incarceration ($50,000 per youth per year).

· The county created neighborhood improvement projects to supervise the juveniles and invested surplus funds in primary prevention programs.

· For each juvenile sent to prison, the county was then responsible for the costs.

	Metrics
	· Within one year, the county reduced youth incarceration by 72%.

· Youth in the program average 204 hours of community service versus the average 4 for incarcerated youth.

· The restitution rate is 4 times higher than for those who are incarcerated. 

· Because of the program success, it has been expanded to include adult offenders.

	Source of Information
	“Ideas for an Open Society,” Open Society Institute, November, 2003




Discrimination against those who are incarcerated
	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination (in the form of isolation) against prisoners

	Program/Contact
	Mary McCue, Program Coordinator

Families Outside

Family Service Center

East Liberty, PA

(similar programs exist in other states)



	Description
	Provide affordable bus transportation from the Pittsburgh area to prisons in Pennsylvania.
.

	Metrics
	This program serves approximately 1,500 people a year.

While we have no statistics on the impact of this specific program, studies have shown that prisoners who maintain contacts in the free world are more likely to get involved in prison programs, more likely to do better on parole, and less likely to physically abuse loved ones when released.



	Source of Information
	November 5, 2003, article in Pittsburgh Post-Gazette


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners by placing them in Special Housing Units (SHUs) or Super Maximum prisons where they are in cells 23 hours per day and have very limited contact with other human beings.

	Program/Contact
	Mary Ann Saar, Maryland’s Secretary of Public Safety and Correctional Services



	Description
	Ms. Saar has described the state’s supermax prison (built in the 1980s) as so out of step with modern correctional philosophy that it ought to be razed.  The facility is “inhumane,... has no program space,... and cannot be converted.”

	Metrics
	· Twenty-two states in the US have supermax facilities.

· It costs the state approximately twice as much to house someone in a supermax prison compared to another prison.



	Source of Information
	The Associated Press, November 5, 2003


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners by placing them in Special Housing Units (SHUs) or Super Maximum prisons where they are in cells 23 hours per day and have very limited contact with other human beings.

	Program/Contact
	In a class-action suit, Austin v. Wilkinson, a group of prisoners challenged the security classification system used in Ohio to assign prisoners to the supermax prison.

	Description
	· .Led by free world attorneys Alice and Staughton Lynd, prisoners were involved in every key decision involving legal strategy.

· In voting not to accept a settlement offer from the state, prisoners rejected the offer because while it would have helped them, it wouldn’t have solved the problems.

· The federal court ruled that the state must follow strict due-process guidelines before sending someone to supermax. 

· The court also ordered review of individual cases of those currently assigned to the supermax.

	Metrics
	· The number of people incarcerated at the supermax was quickly reduced.

· Two-thirds of those in the supermax did not meet the criteria for such restrictive confinement.

	Source of Information
	“The Prison Inside the Prison: Control Units, Supermax Prisons, and Devices of Torture,” by Rachael Kamel and Bonnie Kerness, American Friends Service Committee, Philadelphia, 2003


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners by placing them in Special Housing Units (SHUs) or Super Maximum prisons where they are in cells 23 hours per day and have very limited contact with other human beings.

	Program/Contact
	Pelican Bay Supermax prison in California (not a best practice)

	Description
	.Dr. Stuart Grassian is a psychiatrist at Harvard University Medical School, and is known for his expert testimony about the psychological impact of control units. In the following quote, Dr. Grassian describes the impact of these prisons on the staff.

	Metrics
	“Pelican Bay State Prison became the biggest employer in the region.  But I was talking to some of the corrections officers and they were talking about what was happening to some of their friends – the rate had skyrocketed of alcoholism, spousal abuse, suicide.  Working in that environment may put money in your pocket, but over time it destroys you psychologically and brings out rage and sadism and violence and brutality.  The sobering thought is that if you live in those kinds of environments for too long, you start losing some of your own humanity.”

	Source of Information
	“The Prison Inside the Prison: Control Units, Supermax Prisons, and Devices of Torture,” by Rachael Kamel and Bonnie Kerness, American Friends Service Committee, Philadelphia, 2003


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners



	Program/Contact
	Independent monitors throughout the world, such as:

World Organization Against Torture (OMCT), Switzerland

Human Rights Association for the Assistance of Prisoners (HRAAP), Egypt

Coalition to Stop Child Detention through Restorative Justice, Manila Republic of the Philippines

Human Rights in China (HRIC), China

China Labour Bulletin (CLB), China

Irish Penal Reform Trust (IPRT), Ireland

Amnesty International

Citizens United for Rehabilitation of Errants (CURE), USA

	Description
	· These organizations monitor arrests, trials, sentences, and conditions of confinement 

· They use a variety of methods to bring about change, including:

· Use of the Internet to broadcast information on abuses and ask that individuals contact the responsible parties to demand that it cease

· Publish newsletters and special reports calling attention to concerns and recommending improvements.

· Conduct public education/advocacy campaigns to address abusive systemic problems.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	Action alerts.


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners – poor health care

	Program/Contact
	· A Human Rights Approach to Prison Management by Andrew Coyle, International Centre for Prison Studies outlines the elements of an adequate health care program for prisoners.

· Prisons in Spain, Switzerland, Germany, Moldova, Kyrgyzstan, and Belarus do provide clean needles for prisoners to prevent the spread of disease.

	Description
	

	Metrics
	We receive numerous reports of inadequate health care for prisoners.  Some of the issues raised include:

· Failure to diagnose and/or treat prisoners with Hepatitis C

· Failure to provide clean needles to reduce the spread of HIV and Hep C

· Privatized health care delivery systems where the for-profit company benefits by withholding health care

· Hiring health care staff who have a poor performance record in the public sector

· Prisoners do not have access to government funded health care programs such as medicare

· Some question whether psychotropic drugs are given for security/management rather than health care reasons

	Source of Information
	(multiple emails)


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners – lack of access to education.

For example, in the US, by law, prisoners are expressly denied access to Pell Grants which would pay for post-secondary education.

	Program/Contact
	Educational programming at Les Etablissements de la Plaine de liOrbe in Orbe, Switzerland

Francesc Rossinyol

EOP enseignement

CP 150

CH 1350 Orbe

Phone: 024 442 91 91

email: francesc.rossinyol@spen.vd.ch



	Description
	· Prisoners can choose from a list of courses ranging from basic literacy, foreign languages, computer programming, mathematics, and trades-related courses.

· Prisoners are released from work assignments to attend classes.

· Only 1 class is allowed the first year; if that is handled successfully, the prisoner may take 2 classes in successive years.

· Teachers alter styles to avoid using practices that may have previously produced failure.

· Prisoners may participate in 1 of approximately a dozen apprenticeship programs if the sentence is long enough to allow for completion (3-4 years of classroom and practical training followed by federal exams).

· Every attempt is made to accommodate requests for special classes and university courses.  (The state pays 80% of the cost; the prisoner pays the remainder).

	Metrics
	· In the fall of 2003, 17 were engaged in vocational training, 2 had passed exams in higher education; 3 passed exams in French as a foreign language, 5 passed an exam in computer programming.

· The average number of participants has grown from 76 in the 80s to 99 in the 90s to 163 in the first 3 years of this century.

· In January, 2004, of 220 prisoners only 22 are not eligible for courses.

	Source of Information
	email from Joan Bachmann


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners – lengthy detentions prior to trial

	Program/Contact
	Legislatively mandated limits on how long someone can be held without a trial

	Description
	Legislatively mandated limits on the adjudication process exist in many jurisdictions, and should exist in all.

	Metrics
	· In Quezon City Jail in Manila, Philippines, the average duration of the criminal procedure is 3.2 years.

· In that same jail, 82% of the cases are eventually dismissed or acquitted.

	Source of Information
	Executive Summary: “Freedom and Death inside the Jail: A Participatory Research among Members of the Quezon City Jail Community” by Raymund E. Narag


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners – lack of education and idleness

	Program/Contact
	Australian Prison Libraries, Minimum Standard Guidelines



	Description
	The guidelines dictate:

· the number of volumes based upon prisoner population

· stock exchange requirements

· the subject matter available in the stock 

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	http://www.aic.gov.au/research/corrections/standards/PrisonLibraries/index.html


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners – economic

	Program/Contact
	Workman Fund, Fred P. Braun, Jr.

Array Corporation, John Borchert

	Description
	· Private companies employ prisoners at minimum wages in factory jobs

	Metrics
	· Prisoners learn skills and work habits that enable them to find jobs upon release.

· Prisoner wages are used to pay restitution, room and board, child support, taxes, and save for release.

· Recidivism rates are reduced.

	Source of Information
	Kansas Business News, February, 1988

Ernst & Young LLP Profit Line, September 1994

The New York Times, July 16, 1995

The New York Times, June 6, 2001


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners – torture

	Program/Contact
	South Cairo Court, Egypt

(Initiated October 25, 2003)

	Description
	The court issued a verdict  against the Minster of Interior granting compensation to Hamdy Mahmoud Abdullateef Omarah for material and moral damages that resulted from his torture while in custody November 8-18, 1992.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	Human Right Association for the Assistance of Prisoner email dated October 30, 2003.


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners - denial of voting rights

	Program/Contact
	The Commission on Elections in the Philippines ordered that a satellite office be established at the Quezon City Jail to register prisoners, who were not under sentence, to vote.

(Initiated October 28, 2003)

	Description
	

	Metrics
	1. In Malta, prisoners serving a sentence of greater that 12 months or under sentence of death are not allowed to vote.

2. In the Philippines, prisoners under sentence are not allowed to vote.

3. All but 2 states in the USA deny prisoners the right to vote.  Many states deny or restrict ex-prisoners right to vote.



	Source of Information
	1. Email from Francis Xavier Mangion, October 8, 2003

2. Email from Fr. Anthony J. Ranada, SVD, October 29, 2003

3. Sentencing Project, Washington, DC


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed

	Discrimination against prisoners - denial of voting rights

	Program/Contact
	(Not a best practice)

	Description
	

	Metrics
	In the USA, 48 states and the District of Columbia deny prisoners the right to vote.



	Source of Information
	The Sentencing Project, 514  10th Street NW, Suite 1000, Washington, DC 20004


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed

	Discrimination against prisoners - denial of voting rights

	Program/Contact
	A campaign has been launched in the UK to overturn a 134-year-old law that deprives prisoners of the vote.  

	Description
	The effort is supported by several MPs, the Bishop of Worcester, the Prison Governors’ Association, the Chief Inspector of Prisons, The Prison Reform Trust and the ex-offenders’ charity Unlock.

	Metrics
	Seven other European countries bar prisoners from voting.  They are Armenia, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Luxembourg, and Romania.



	Source of Information
	The Telegraph, February, 3, 2004.


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners in the form of poor release preparation and parole denials.

	Program/Contact
	Jeremy Travis

Urban Institute Justice Policy Center

2100 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20037

www.urban.org



	Description
	This program is but a proposal at this point, though a variation is currently operating in Richland County, Ohio, USA

· Sentencing commissions would develop standards for the reentry process, and hold prison systems accountable for meeting the standards.

· Sentencing judges would create and review reentry plans for each person sent to prison

· A reentry liaison would visit the prison regularly to check on the prisoner and program progress, and report that progress to the judge.

· The judge would make the release decision based upon program progress and the quality of the prisoner’s reentry plan.

· When released, the judge would oversee progress through a reentry court.

	Metrics
	· The current parole process is highly sensitive to the political environment.  Research shows that release rates often decline close to an election, and can vary dramatically between administrations.  

· Prison systems today typically do a poor job of preparing an individual for release.  Without oversight, prison systems are likely to continue to focus on security issues at the expense of programming.

	Source of Information
	“Thoughts on the Future of Parole,” Remarks delivered by Jeremy Travis at the Vera Institute of Justice, May 22, 2002


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners - prison conditions

	Program/Contact
	A Human Rights Approach to Prison Management

	Description
	Andrew Coyly outlines the Human Rights Approach to Prison Management by focusing on the following areas:

· Prison staff and the administration of prisons

· Prisoners as human beings

· Prisoners and health care

· Operating secure, safe, and orderly prisons

· Disciplinary procedures and punishments

· Constructive activities and social reintegration

· Contact with the outside world

· Requests and complaints

· Inspection procedures

· Pre-trial prisoners and all others under detention without sentence

· Juvenile and young prisoners

· Women prisoners

· Life and long-term prisoners

· Prisoners under sentence of death

· Recognizing diversity

· The use of prison and alternatives to custody

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	A Human Rights Approach to Prison Management, Handbook for Prison Staff, by Andrew Coyle, published by the International Centre for Prison Studies, 2002


Discrimination against minorities
	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination based upon race

	Program/Contact
	(not a best practice)

	Description
	

	Metrics
	The Israeli criminal justice system discriminates against Palestinians in a number of ways, including the following:

· A Palestinian can be held in custody for 8 days (18 days in cases of deliberately causing death) before being brought before a judge; an Israeli can be held in custody for only 48 hours before being brought before a judge.

· A Palestinian can be held without charges up to 6 months; an Israeli can be held without indictment for only 30 days.

· Palestinian detainees are generally kept in solitary confinement, and may be subjected to torture during interrogation.

· A Palestinian detainee can be prevented from seeing a lawyer for a total of 90 days; an Israeli detainee may be kept from meeting with an attorney for a total of 15 days.

· Palestinians are tried before military tribunals where sentences are harsher, e.g. manslaughter in a military court is subject to a maximum of life imprisonment; before a civilian court, that conviction results in a maximum sentence of 20 years.

· Those serving sentences from a civilian court are eligible for release after serving 2/3 of the sentence; military orders allow for no early release under any circumstances.

· Israeli civilians who suffer injury to person or property as a result of politically motivated violence are entitled to receive compensation from the State; Palestinians are generally not.

	Source of Information
	“Separate and Unequal: Disparate Treatment in the Israeli Criminal Justice System for Palestinians and Israelis Who Kill”


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination on the basis of race

	Program/Contact
	(not a best practice)



	Description
	Ontario, Canada’s only privately run jail has been accused of racial profiling by requiring prisoner to wear detailed photo identification tags that include their race.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	Toronto Star, January 10, 2004


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination based upon race - racial minorities are over represented in many prison systems throughout the world.

	Program/Contact
	(Not a best practice)

	Description
	

	Metrics
	· In Romania, the Roma make up around 5-6% of the total population and 17.2% of adults in custody.

· In Bulgaria, the Roma represent an average 60% of prisoners.

· In Australia, in 1997, Aboriginal peoples made up only 2% of the overall population and almost 19% of the prison population.

· In the US, relative to their populations, there are seven times as many minorities in prison as whites.

· In New Zealand, prison reception rates for Maori are much higher than for non-Maori for all offense groups and ages.

	Source of Information
	


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination in the form of racial profiling – the use of race, ethnicity, or national origin to target people as likely to participate in criminal behavior

	Program/Contact
	(Not a best practice)



	Description
	

	Metrics
	· In Switzerland, Africans are targeted and treated with suspicion.

· In Congo, tribal origin is the basis for profiling, with Bantu and Pygmy  the likely targets.

· In Senegal, language serves as the basis for discrimination, with those unable to speak the dominant dialect (Wolof) likely to be targeted.

· In the USA, race is the basis for profiling with blacks, Latinos, and Native Americans the victims.

· In Europe the Roma are subject to racial profiling.

· Aboriginal peoples of Canada are over-policed.

	Source of Information
	Report of the International Criminal Justice Strategy Meeting, Geneva, Switzerland, April 5-6, 2003

* Report submitted by the NGO Aboriginal Legal Services of Toronto to the UNCERD, 9/23/03.


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discriminatory police behavior based upon race

	Program/Contact
	· Human Rights Ombudsmen (as in Eastern Europe) may provide some oversight.

· Civilian review boards can also provide oversight.

· Police training in appropriate and inappropriate behavior is also helpful  There is apparently a good model for this in Hungary.

	Description
	· Police discriminate against immigrant and indigenous peoples based on the perception that they are prone to certain types of behavior.

· Aboriginal peoples in Canada suffer from anti-Aboriginal police violence.*

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	Report of the International Criminal Justice Strategy Meeting, Geneva, Switzerland, April 5-6, 2003

* Report submitted by the NGO Aboriginal Legal Services of Toronto to the UNCERD, 9/23/03.


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination in prosecution and sentencing based upon race.

	Program/Contact
	The chain link or sector wide program developed by Prison Reform International is said to be a good model for cooperative training and advocacy among police, prosecutors, defenders, judges, and prison administrators.



	Description
	Discrimination in prosecution and sentencing is a result of several issues, including...

· The cumulative impact of racial profiling and police behavior.

· The impact of poverty (racial minorities are more likely to be poor).

· Language and cultural issues disadvantage them before the courts.

· Laws that target immigrants convicted of crime for deportation or additional punishment.

	Metrics
	· In Bulgaria, one-third of defendants go to trial without counsel.

· Lack of resources has a disproportionate legal impact on the Roma who are primarily  charged with petty offenses for which there are no counsel.

· Due to lack of investigations, large numbers of people in Hungary remain in pretrial detention.

· In the USA, mandatory drug sentences target blacks.

· In the USA, mandatory sentences have transferred discretion from judges to prosecutors so there is less transparency in the decision-making.

· In Northern Europe, most members of minorities convicted of drug crimes will receive a sentence, followed by treatment.  Whites will  only be required to undergo treatment.

· Aboriginal peoples in Canada are over-incarcerated.*

	Source of Information
	Report of the International Criminal Justice Strategy Meeting, Geneva, Switzerland, April 5-6, 2003

* Report submitted by the NGO Aboriginal Legal Services of Toronto to the UNCERD, 9/23/03.


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against prisoners based upon race

	Program/Contact
	(Not a best practice)

	Description
	Minority prisoners suffer more discrimination in many cases because they are...

· over represented in prisons due to racial profiling, police treatment, and discrimination in prosecution and sentencing.

· likely to receive longer sentences and less likely to receive early release or alternative sentences

· more likely to be placed in solitary confinement or maximum security prisons

· at greater risk of abuse by staff and other prisoners

· more likely to experience language problems

· less likely to receive visits from family

· more likely to be denied the right to practice their religion

· more likely to be detained after their sentence and deported if they are immigrants

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	Report of the International Criminal Justice Strategy Meeting, Geneva, Switzerland, April 5-6, 2003


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination based upon race

	Program/Contact
	Section 16 of the New Zealand Criminal Justice Act, 1985



	Description
	· Section 16 permits an offender who appears before any court for sentencing to call a witness to speak on his or her behalf on cultural matters that could be relevant to sentencing considerations.  

· The person may talk about the ethnic or cultural background of the offender, the way in which that background may relate to the offense, and the positive effects it may have in helping to avoid further offenses.

· It was designed as a means of involving peoples of different cultures in finding alternatives to imprisonment for offenders from their communities.

	Metrics
	· Anecdotal evidence suggested that section 16 has been rarely used, and there was a general lack of awareness of its availability.

· Case studies show that when it has been used, it has, in some cases, enhanced both the content and the process of sentencing.

· Families have used section 16 as a means of participating in the sentencing process.

· The report contains recommendations for best practices for judges, lawyers, community probation services, and community organizations.

· The report also contains recommendations for strengthening the law.

	Source of Information
	“Speaking about Cultural Background at Sentencing,” published by the New Zealand Ministry of Justice, November, 2000


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed

	Discrimination based upon race

	Program/Contact
	Individuals in prison who are designated as gang members are singled out for harsh treatment.  They are often kept in control units.  In some cases, the gang designation is based upon race alone.  (Not a best practice.)

	Description
	· In a 1997 survey issued by the US Department of Justice, the Minnesota Department of Corrections was cited as listing “Native Americans” as a “gang.”

· Both Minnesota and Oregon defined all Asians as “gang” members.

· American Friends Service Committee criminal justice staff in Massachusetts note that prison authorities there consider use of Puerto Rican cultural symbols to be evidence of gang membership.

	Metrics
	N/A



	Source of Information
	“The Prison Inside the Prison: Control Units, Supermax Prisons, and Devices of Torture,” by Rachael Kamel and Bonnie Kerness, American Friends Service Committee, Philadelphia, 2003


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed

	Discrimination based upon race

	Program/Contact
	 (Not a best practice.)

	Description
	As part of a series on racism in the state’s criminal justice system, the Miami Herald analyzed nearly 800,000 felony criminal cases and found large sentencing disparities related to the race of the defendant.

	Metrics
	· White criminal offenders are nearly 50 percent more likely than blacks to get a ‘withhold of adjudication,’ a plea deal that blocks  their felony convictions even though they plead to a crime.

· White Hispanics are 31% more likely than blacks to get a withhold.

· Even when blacks and whites had the same type of attorney, private or public, the disparity did not disappear.

· An analysis of Miami-Dade County court data from 1999 shows that the disparity (between blacks and whites) dipped from 60% to 44% when attorney type was taken into account.

· The impact is significant since state laws strip the vote, jury service, office holding and some state licenses from those convicted of felonies.

	Source of Information
	Democracy Dispatches, March 1, 2004


Discrimination based upon sexual orientation

	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination based upon sexual orientation

	Program/Contact
	Bronx Defenders “Public Civility Seminar”

	Description
	The Public Civility Seminar was designed to stop the arrests of groups of men who were charged with “public lewdness” and being treated as sex offenders for sexual activities with other consenting adult men in several subway stations.

	Metrics
	Recommended by the Defenders’ office, the program has been supported by the District Attorney’s Office and the local judiciary who promote the program.



	Source of Information
	“Bolder Management for Public Defense: Leadership in Three Dimensions,” by Cait Clarke and Christopher Stone


Discrimination against the victims of crime
	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against victims of crime

	Program/Contact
	Victim-offender reconciliation



	Description
	· Bring victims and wrongdoers together with a trained facilitator to discuss the conflict, identify strategies to repair the harm done, and agree on schedules for restitution, follow-up, and monitoring.

· Allow victims to express their anger in a controlled environment and to ask questions of offenders.

· Place wrongdoers in a position to learn the consequences of their behavior, to accept responsibility for their actions, and to make appropriate reparations.
.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	“From Restorative Justice to Transformative Justice” by the Law Commission of Canada

http://www.lcc.gc.ca/en/themes/sr/rj/2000/paper.asp


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against victims of crime

	Program/Contact
	Victim-Offender Panels



	Description
	· Bring victims of a certain type of crime together with people who have committed the same type of crime.

· Victims and offenders gain insight into their respective behavior and reactions.

· Wrongdoers see the consequences of crime..

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	“From Restorative Justice to Transformative Justice” by the Law Commission of Canada

http://www.lcc.gc.ca/en/themes/sr/rj/2000/paper.asp 


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against victims of crime

	Program/Contact
	Family group conferences

	Description
	· With the assistance of a trained facilitator, the victim, wrongdoer, the families of each, and professionals discuss the offense and reparations.

· The community can show disapproval for the act (but not the actor), and provide an avenue for welcoming the offender back into the community.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	“From Restorative Justice to Transformative Justice” by the Law Commission of Canada

http://www.lcc.gc.ca/en/themes/sr/rj/2000/paper.asp


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against victims of crime

	Program/Contact
	(Not a best practice)

	Description
	Victim Lorilei Guillory’s 6-year-old son was murdered by Ricky Langley.  She asked the prosecutor to accept his guilty plea which would result in a sentence of life without parole.  The prosecutor rejected Langley’s guilty plea and pushed for a death penalty trial instead.  The prosecutor then attacked Ms. Guillory publicly, “There’s been a lot said about the mother in this case and her opposition to capital punishment.  I’ve tried numerous capital cases, and have dealt with (victims’) families and they have all been first-class...  They’re suffering a great deal, but they expect justice in those cases.”

	Metrics
	Murder Victims’ Families for Reconciliation report, “(T)oo many district attorneys consider victims who support the death penalty to be “first class” and those who oppose it to be “second class.”



	Source of Information
	The Voice, Fall/Winter 2003


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against victims of crime

	Program/Contact
	Creative Restitution

(As described by Albert Eglash)



	Description
	A program in which an offender, under appropriate supervision, is helped to find a way to make amends to those hurt by the offense and to walk a second mile by helping other offenders.

· A restitutional act ...

· Should require an active, effortful role on the part of the offender

· Should have socially constructive consequences

· Should have consequences that are related to the offense

· May be reparative and restorative

· May leave the situation better than before the offense was committed

· Creative restitution has the following additional characteristics:

· It is any constructive act.

· It is creative and unlimited.

· It is guided, self-determined behavior.

· It can have a group basis.

· Assisting another offender is based upon the Alcoholics Anonymous practice of helping others with the same problem as our own.

	Metrics
	· There have been no formal studies of the program.  While the program was operating in Detroit in the 1950s, there was the perception that serious juvenile offenses had decreased noticeably.  

· In follow-up interviews, participants reported a lasting positive impact on their lives.

	Source of Information
	“Albert Eglash and Creative Restitution: A Precursor to Restorative Practices,” by Laura Mirsky for the Restorative Practices Eforum, December 3, 2003


Discrimination against the wrongfully convicted
	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against the wrongfully convicted

	Program/Contact
	Restitution should be provided for those wrongfully convicted



	Description
	· Compensation should be provided for those who were wrongfully convicted and who spend time in prison as a result.

· We are not aware of a model program, but believe the compensation should be based upon time served.

· Eligibility should not be based upon whether the individual pleaded guilty to the crime, since someone may plead guilty to avoid a severe punishment (for example, the death penalty) or because they misunderstand the process due to intellectual limitations.

	Metrics
	N/A

	Source of Information
	N/A


Discrimination against youth

	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Youth Crime Prevention Program

	Program/Contact
	The 8% Solution



	Description
	· The program is based upon research indicating that 8% of the juveniles who were arrested repeatedly (a minimum of four times within a 3-year period) were responsible for 55% of repeat cases.

· Those 8% were involved in crime at an early age and presented at least 3 of the following 4 characteristics:

· Significant family problems

· Problems at school

· Drug and alcohol abuse

· Behaviors such as gang involvement, running away, and stealing.

· The program works to...

· increase structure, supervision and support for families.

· Make potential “8-percenters” accountable.

· Ensure that youth and families understand the importance of school.

· Promote prosocial values, behavior and relationships.

	Metrics
	· The number of chronic juvenile recidivists can be reduced through a coordinated program of aggressive early intervention and treatment of high-risk youth and families.

· Significant risk factors are often overlooked at key points in the juvenile justice system because of a lack of critical information.

· Cooperative, concerted efforts to empower families can pay major dividends.

· Even a modest reduction in recidivism rates for the 8% problem group could result in major, long-term savings.

	Source of Information
	Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Fact Sheet, “The 8% Solution,” November, 2001 #39


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against youth - treatment by police

	Program/Contact
	“Coping with Cops” by the Neighborhood Defender Service (NDS) of Harlem

	Description
	Every attorney, investigator, and social worker in the NDS participates in the 10-session course, “Coping with Cops” which is designed to train African-American teens to make it through a police encounter safely.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	“Bolder Management for Public Defense: Leadership in Three Dimensions,” by Cait Clarke and Christopher Stone


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against youth - sexual exploitation

	Program/Contact
	New Zealand’s National Plan of Action against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children



	Description
	This is a comprehensive approach to deal with a wide range of sexual issues, while remaining sensitive to the cultural issues involved.

	Metrics
	· The government has recognized the need to keep young people in the education system and has increased funding to expand alternative education for those who are too disruptive or alienated to remain in regular classes.

· The Child and Young Person’s Prostitution Programme provides for the mental, physical, social, and spiritual needs of targeted children.  Responses are appropriate to the age and developmental stage of the children.  Staff work to break down the child’s mistrust of health care and social service agencies.  The Program also aims to keep young people between ages 16 and 18 safe when they engage in sex work, taking a pragmatic approach to reducing harm.

· The Maori program provided by Te Aronga Hou Trust...

· Evaluates the needs of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people and links them with appropriate support services.

· Provides well-being education and awareness, personal development, and vocational rehabilitation.

· Provides a mobile service that offers information, advice, and support.

· Child, Youth and Family will review funding and support community agencies to deal with underage prostitution

· There is the recognition of a need for programs based upon Pacific values for young people from that cultural background

· The Department of Internal Affairs produces a number of pamphlets about the Internet, censorship, and child safety.

· The Internet Safety Group (with representatives from government agencies and the private sector), produce an Internet Safety Kit designed to teach safe Internet practices and how to be aware of potential abuse situations.

· The Ministry of Justice will undertake a review of penalties associated with child pornography.

	Source of Information
	“Protecting Our Innocence, New Zealand’s National Plan of Action against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against youth 

	Program/Contact
	New Zealand Government’s Youth Offending Strategy

	Description
	While acknowledging the importance of the foundation established by the 1989 Children, Young Persons, and Their Families Act, the strategy recommends improvements to address very serious offending by young people.

	Metrics
	Key recommendations include:

· A new delivery mechanism for preventing and responding to offending by children and young people, including...

· Local youth offending teams, comprising key practitioners from Child, Youth and Family, the Police, and the health and education sectors

· A Ministers Group and Senior Officials Group to oversee the performance of local teams, and provide a coordinated and coherent national approach to the development of youth justice policy and services

· An independent Advisory Council comprised of key youth justice personnel, including the Principal Youth Court Judge and government and community representatives

· A range of measures to improve the delivery of, and support for, youth justice services by the core delivery agencies in the youth justice sector - Child, Youth and Family and the Police

· The development of new comprehensive and intensive interventions for serious young offenders

· Measures to improve the quality and robustness of information about offending by children and young people in New Zealand

	Source of Information
	“Youth Offending Strategy, Preventing and Reducing Offending and Re-Offending by Children and Young People,” published by the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Social Development, April, 2002


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against youth - increasing penalties in response to heinous crimes

	Program/Contact
	Analysis of a high profile crime committed by juveniles in New Zealand rather than a knee-jerk response to merely increase penalties for violent youth.



	Description
	· On August 25, 2002, one adult, four young people and one child were convicted in a New Zealand court of charges including murder and manslaughter in connection with the death of a pizza delivery person in a robbery.

· In response, the Minister of Justice performed a thorough review of the case to “identify the lessons that may be applied in the future to make the best use of opportunities for intervention to reduce the risk of children and young people offending.”  

· The review examined dealings the offenders had had with the New Zealand Police, the Department of Child, Youth and Family Services, and the Health and Education Services.

	Metrics
	Recommendations generated by the review fell into three major categories:

· Addressing Risk Factors in the Lives of Young Offenders

· Ensure that practitioners have access to risk assessment tools and processes.

· Ensure that practitioners understand how to use risk assessment tools and appreciate how they can contribute to the family group conference process.

· Improving School Participation

· Improve the responsiveness of the wider education sector to at-risk young people, for example, by ensuring that students who are truanting are detected in a timely manner.

· Increase awareness throughout schools of the support that is available to this group of young people through non-government organizations.

· Increase school use of the Truancy Protocol between Child, Youth and Family and Education, which enables a family group conference to be held for more chronic truants.

· Improving Responsiveness to Child Offenders

· Ensure that Police Youth Aid staff and Child, Youth and Family practitioners understand the child offender provisions in the CYPF Act, and how they can be used to hold child offenders accountable for their actions.

· Ensure that front-line police and their supervisors understand how the CYPF Act operates in relation to child offenders, including the principles and objectives of the Act.

	Source of Information
	Youth Justice and Social Sector Service Delivery to the Children and Young People Convicted in Relation to the Death of Michael Choy, November 28, 2002


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Discrimination against youth - executions for crimes committed as juveniles

	Program/Contact
	(Not a best practice)

	Description
	· Five US states allow the execution of offenders for crimes committed as young as 17; sixteen states allow the execution of offenders for crimes committed as young as 16.

· Iran and the Democratic Republic of Congo are among other nations which allow the execution of youth.

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
	Austin American-Statesman, “International Tribunal Faults US for Texas Execution,” January 13, 2004


	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	Youth Problem Prevention

	Program/Contact
	Midwestern Prevention Project 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of America

Functional Family Therapy

Life Skills Training

Multisystemic Therapy

Nurse-Family Partnership

Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care

Bullying Prevention Program

Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies

Incredible Years Series

Project Towards No Drug Abuse

Good Behavior Game

FAST Track

Intensive Protective Supervision

Iowa Strengthening Families Program

Perry Preschool Program

Preventive Intervention

Preventive Treatment Program

Project Northland

Project PATHE

School Transitional Environmental Program

Seattle Social Development Project

Syracuse Family Development Research Program

Yale Child Welfare Project 

I Can Problem Solve

Guiding Good Choices

CASASTART

Linking the Interests of Families and Teachers

Brief Strategic Family Therapy

ATLAS

Parent Child Development Center Programs

	Description
	These programs were designed to prevent substance abuse and/or criminal behavior by young people.  Each has a unique design, the targeted age ranges from infants to teen-agers, and has proven successful in control studies.  Details of each program are included in the website listed below.

	Metrics
	See the website below for the metrics on each program



	Source of Information
	Blueprints for Violence Prevention

Center for Study and Prevention of Violence

Institute of Behavioral Science

University of Colorado at Boulder

http://www.colorado.edu/cspvblueprints


Discrimination – general

	Form of Discrimination 

Being Addressed


	All forms of discrimination

	Program/Contact
	A hot line for reporting citizen complaints regarding violations of human rights.

(Suggested by The Human Rights Association for the Assistance of Prisoners :(HRAAP), Cairo, Egypt)

(We are not aware of any such program in existence today.)



	Description
	· Human rights organizations and the government would publicize the existence of the line.

· The hot line could be operated by the government or by an independent organization.

· Callers would be routed to the agency or organization best equipped to handle the complaint..

	Metrics
	

	Source of Information
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